Measurement Exercise

The purpose of this exercise is to help you identify conceptual definitions and operational definitions.  Some of the statements below may be offensive but they are meant to measure racial bias.

1. Anomie is a feeling of hopelessness.  In other words,  when the purpose of action becomes insignificant, a condition of meaningless arises.  It can be characterized by a general loss of orientation and accompanied by feelings of emptiness and apathy.

The above statement is an example of          .

a. conceptual definition


b. operational definition

2. Read the following statements:

2A. These days a person does not really know who he can count on.

2B. There are little use writing to public officials because they are not really interested in the problems of the average man.

2C. It is hardly fair to bring children into the world with the way thing look for the future.

The above three statements are likely to be examples of 

         .   

a. conceptual definition


b. operational definition

3. Racial prejudice is the belief that one race is superior to other racial groups and excludes racial minority from one's close contact or daily life.

The above statement is likely to be an example of          .

a. conceptual definition


b. operational definition

4. Read the following statements:

4a. Do you think there should be laws against marriages between blacks and whites?  Yes
No

4b. White people have the right to keep blacks out of their neighborhoods if they want to, and blacks should respect that right.  

Do you agree strongly, agree slightly, disagree lightly, or disagree strongly with this statement?

4c. Generally speaking, I favor full racial integration. 

4d. How strongly would you object if a member of your family wanted to bring a black friend home to dinner?  Would you object strongly, mildly, or not at all? 

The above statements are likely to be examples of 

         .   

a. conceptual definition


b. operational definition

