Problem Formation & How to Evaluate a Research Problem

a. Specific, clear and brief?  

b. Feasible – 

(1) sufficient resources (time, money, skills…)

(2) levels of difficulty & potential reward  

(3) access – groups /individuals /records

(4) ethical concern

c)  Provable or testable?

d) Academically interesting/significant?

(1) fill a gap in theory -- answer to important theoretical questions or can be generalized to broader principles of sociological theory

(2) important (influential /critical/special/unique ) population?

(3) unique methods or provide opportunities for a fruitful exploration with known techniques

(4) implications for a wide range of social / practical problems

(5) repeat a study: with a different groups of respondents, 

(6) using different measures or improve existing instruments

(7) timely

(8)  time effects – short or long term effects 

