Sociology 261

Social Deviance and Control

Spring 2003

Professor Xiaogang Deng



Office: 4/025 Wheatley Hall   

Office Hours
:Tu & Th 2:30-3:30,  

Phone: 287-6259


Th 5:30-6:30 or by  appointment

E-mail:xiaogang.Deng@umb.edu

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


This course will introduce students to the sociological study of deviant behavior. The course will cover major theoretical perspectives concerning deviance, assess diverse methods of social control in different cultural contexts, and examine various forms of deviant behavior.  Classes will include lectures, discussions, and group or individual presentation. Discussions will be held as often as possible and are meant to help students learn to think sociologically and to deal critically with course materials.  

REQUIRED READINGS

1. Alex Thio, Deviant Behavior, 6th edition, 2001. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


2. A dozen of articles that can be accessed electronically will be available in the library.  For specific instructions on how to access them,  see page 5 of the course description. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Exams (60%): There will be three exams.  The first two exams are worth 15% each and the final 30%.  The final exam will cover any materials after the first exam.  Each exam will be based on both the reading and lecture materials.  No make-up exams will be given.

2. Short Written Assignments (25%): Several short written assignments will be required for this course.


3.Quizzes (6%): Short quizzes will be given to check your knowledge of the required readings and the lectures.   As long as you attend the class and finish the reading assignments, you will do well.  


4. Presentation (4%) You will be asked to give two presentations: one individual and one group presentation.  The topics and the requirements of the presentation will be given in class.  Each presentation should be about 3-5 minutes because we have about 30 students.    


5. Attendance and Discussion (5%): Regular attendance is expected.  Students with more than 6 unexpected absences will forfeit the attendance portion of their grade.  You are also expected to come prepared and actively participate in discussion. 


6. Research Project Participation (1%): As part of the course requirements, you will participate in one or two research projects.

Grading Summary:

Exams: 60%  
Assignments 25%
Quizzes    6%

Attendance 5%
Presentation 4% 

Participation in  a Research Project  1%

Incomplete

An incomplete for the course will only be given in accordance with University policy.  All homework assignments MUST be handed in on the date they are due.  Grades for late submissions will be automatically downgraded.  All exams MUST be taken on the scheduled dates.  No make-up exams will be given.

Help


You are strongly encouraged to ask for help when you need it.  Please ASK rather than sit quietly.  I am eager to help you succeed in this course.  You are always welcome to come to my office during the scheduled office hours or schedule an appointment.  You can also communicate with me during my “virtual office hours” through phone or email/Discussion/Chat (the course software, Prometheus has such functions.  The advancement of technology makes communication really easy.  The only thing you need to do is your willingness to SEEK HELP.   Do not remain silent and let your own grade suffer!

CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE

Students should pay attention to lectures and attend class. If you feel that you must talk during class at inappropriate times or disrupt others, you will be invited to leave the class. It is not my purpose to humiliate an adult, so please do not put me in the position of having to ask another adult to please be quiet.  It is a privilege for me to have you as students and to teach this class.  If a student is not attending to the business of the class and disturbs others who are, he/she should be dropped from the course.  If I cannot hold your attention, then I am wasting both mine and your time. Time is a precious commodity that, when lost, we can never retrieve. Don't waste it. 


WEBSITE RESOURCE
Course website: http://boston.umassonline.net/ 

This course website uses Prometheus as its software.  The website contains all relevant information about the course: a) updates, announcements, and assignments, b) useful websites; c) some of the handouts may be posted on line.  If you have questions regarding the course, you can post your questions on line and the instructor or fellow classmates may answer it (use Discussion feature) or chat (Chat feature with the instructor or other students on line if they log on).   You can assess to the course website by doing the following two things: 

1) Log into the courseware (Prometheus) 

a. Type http://boston.umassonline.net/  

b. Click Create a New Student Account    (see the lower part of the menu)

c. Fill in the information about your name, email address, username and password.            The format of User names should be Firstname.lastname.  Create a password you can easily remember.  When you finish it, Click Create.

d. Go to log in and provide your username and password and then click Log in.
2) After log in, you need to provide course ID and and course password: 

Course ID  type: 1798 


Course password:  deviance03.    Then you will see the webpage for this course and click relevant keys to explore.  More detailed instruction about the course will be provided.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week 1 
1/28-30
Introduction - What Is Deviance? 





Thio, Chapt. (Ch) 1

Week 2 
2/4-6
Deviance and Control – Thio, Ch.1


Article #1 Stephen Pfohl, "Images of Deviance," p12-16.


Article #2 Emile Durkheim, "The Normal and the 





Pathological," p4-8.

Week 3
2/11

Forms and Processes of Social Control



2/13

Library Research –Instruction Room, 





4th Floor Healey Library 

    



I. Theoretical Explanations

Week 4
2/18-20
a. Classical theory & Emergence of 





Positive perspective – Thio, Ch. 2





b. Pathological, Strain & Learning Theories 



– Thio, Ch. 2

Week 5
2/25-27
a. Control Theory –Thio, Ch.2 





b. Reintegrative Shaming Theory





Article #3 John Braithwaite, “Shaming Theoryl,” p35-38.





c. Deviance and Social Control in Asia  



Article #4 Lening Zhang et al.,"Crime Prevention in a Communitarian Society," p199-222.

Week 6
3/4-6

a. Deviance and Social Control in Asia  





Article #5 R. Clark and D. Rojeck, "Social Control in P.R. China,"  p46-55.





b. Labeling & Conflict Theories –Thio,Ch.2.

Week 7 3/11

First Exam

II. Specific Forms of Deviant Behavior

Week 7
3/13

Physical Violence – Thio, Ch.4





Death Penalty Debate: 




Article #6 David Von Drehle, “Miscarriage of Justice: Why the Death Penalty Doesn’t Work,”  p204-215.




Article #7 Ernest Van den Haag. “The Ultimate Punishment: A Defense,” p216-223.

Week
8
3/18-20
Spring Break

Week 9
3/25-27
a. Physical Violence –Thio, Ch. 4





b. Family Violence - Thio, Ch. 6

Week 10
4/1

a. Child Abuse Debate





Article #8  Elena Neuman. “Claims of Child Abuse Are Often Unsubstantiated,” p72-78.





Article #9  Arnold Beichman. “The Prevalence of Child Abuse Is Exaggerated,” p86-88.





Article #10  Janice Somerville. “Physicians Underreport Child Abuse,” p97-100.





Article #11  Michael J. Durfee and George A. Geller, and Deanne Tilton-Durfee. “Reporting of Child Abuse-Related Deaths IS Inadequate,” p101-105.



4/3

b. Suicide –Thio, Ch. 7

Week 11
4/8-10
a. Rape –Thio, Ch. 5





b. Economic Deviance – Thio, Ch. 14.

Week 12
4/15

Second Exam



4/17

a. Illegal Drugs – Thio, Ch. 11



Debate on Legalization of Marijuana  




Article #12  Lester Grinspoon.  “Should Marihuana Be Legalized as a Medicine?  Yes, It is a Beneficial Drug” p138-142.




Article #13  Eric Voth.  “Should Marihuana Be Legalized as a Medicine? No, It’s Dangerous and Addictive.” p143-149.

Week 13
4/22-24
a. Illegal Drug Use – Thio, Ch.11





b. Alcoholism –Thio, Ch.12

Week 14
4/29-5/1
a. Homophobia –Thio, Ch. 10





b. Heterosexual Deviance –Thio, Ch.9



Should Prostitution Be Legalized?


Article #14  Robert McNamara.  “Yes,” p1-9.



Article #15  Jacqueline Boles.  “No,” p9-17

Week 15
5/6-8

a. White Collar Crime –Thio, Ch.13





b. Mental Disorder –Thio, Ch. 8

Week 16
5/13

Review

5/19-23
Final Exam
Period

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET


Soc 261   


Instructor - Xiaogang Deng

Name(print): ___________________                              
Email address: _______________________

Telephone: ___________________

1. Degree Specialization or Major:                                      
2. Year in School:                     
3. Career Plan / hopes/ dreams:

4. What deviant behavior would you like to study?  Why?

5. Check the courses you have taken in Sociology:

a. Criminology ____
  

b. Alcoholism ____ 

c. Criminal Justice_____    
d. Research Methods _______

6. Best or most interesting (TO YOU!) term paper or research project you have completed:

Please use the back of this sheet if you have other research interests you would like to discuss in this class.  

Child Abuse Debate


Sadler, A.E. editor. 1996.  Family Violence.  San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press.


Neuman, Elena. 1996. “Claims of Child Abuse Are Often Unsubstantiated,” P72-78.


Beichman, Arnold. 1996. “The Prevalence of Child Abuse Is Exaggerated,” p86-88.


Somerville, Janice. 1996. “Physicians Underreport Child Abuse,” p97-100.


Durfee, Michael J. and George A. Geller, and Deanne Tilton-Durfee, 1996. “Reporting of Child Abuse-Related Deaths IS Inadequate,” p101-105.

Should Prostitution Be Legalized?


John Fuller and Eric Hickey edited, 1999.  Controversial Issues in Criminology, Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. p1-17.

  
“Should Prostitution Be Legalized?” 


McNamara, Robert.  1999.  “Yes,” p1-9.


Boles, Jacqueline.  “No,” p9-17 

Debate on Legalization of Marijuana  


Goldberg, Raymond. 1996.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Drugs and Society. Guilford, CT: Dushkin Publishing Group/Brown & Benchmark Publishers. p138-149.


Grinspoon, Lester.  1996.  “Should Marihuana Be Legalized as a Medicine?  Yes, It is a Beneficial Drug” p138-142.


Voth, Eric.  1996.  “Should Marihuana Be Legalized as a Medicine? No, It’s Dangerous and Addictive.” p143-149.

Capital Punishment Debate


Monk, Richard. 1998.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Crime and Criminology. Guilford, CT: Dushkin Publishing Group/Brown & Benchmark Publishers.  p204-223.


Von Drehle, David.  1998.  “Miscarriage of Justice: Why the Death Penalty Doesn’t Work,”  p204-215.


Van den Haag, Ernest.  1998. “The Ultimate Punishment: A Defense,” p216-223.

Gun Control Debate


Monk, Richard. 1998.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Crime and Criminology. Guilford, CT: Dushkin Publishing Group/Brown & Benchmark Publishers.  p276-291.


Sugarmann, Josh.  1998. “The NRA Is Right: But We Still Need to Ban Handguns,” p276-281.


Wright, James.  1998.  “Ten Essential Observations on Guns in America.” p282-291. 

Does Media Violence Affect Society?

Wekesser, Carol.  Editor. 1995
Violence in the Media.  San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press. P17-48.


Cannon, Carl.  1995.  “Media violence Increases Violence in Society,” p17-24.


Siano, Brian.  1995. “Evidence Connecting Media Violence to Real Violence Is Weak,” p38-48. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week 1 
1/28-30

Week 2 
2/4-6

Week 3
2/11-13

Week 4
2/18-20

Week 5
2/25-27

Week 6
3/4-6

Week 7
3/11-13

Week
8
3/18-20
Spring Break

Week 9
3/25-27

Week 10
4/1-3

Week 11
4/8-10

Week 12
4/15-17

Week 13
4/22-24

Week 14
4/29-5/1

Week 15
5/6-8

Week 16
5/13

I. GENERAL DEFINITIONS AND THEORIES OF DEVIANT BEHAVIOR. 
1. What Is Deviant Behavior? 
Conflicting Definitions. 
The Positivist Perspective. 
The Constructionist Perspective. 
An Integrated View. 

2. Positivist Theories: Explaining Deviance. 
Strain Theory. 
Social Learning Theory. 
Control Theory. 

3. Constructionist Theories: Understanding Deviance. 
Labeling Theory. 
Phenomenological Theory. 
Conflict Theory. 

II. SPECIFIC FORMS OF DEVIANT BEHAVIOR. 
4. Physical Violence. 
Who Is More Likely to Kill? 
Patterns of Killing. 
Varieties of Killing. 
Does the Death Penalty Deter Murder? 
Why Do People Kill? 
Assault and Aggravated Assault. 
Terrorism. 

5. Rape and Child Molestation. 
Patterns of Rape. 
Consequences of Rape. 
The Culture of Rape. 
Why Men Rape. 
Males as Victims. 
Child Molestation. 

6. Family Violence. 
Myths about Family Violence. 
The Extent of Family Violence. 
Marital Rape. 
Wife Beating. 
Child Abuse. 
Elder Abuse. 
A Social Profile of Family Abusers. 
Social Responses to Family Violence. 

7. Suicide. 
Varieties of Suicidal Experience. 
Groups with Higher Suicide Rates. 
Situational Factors in Suicide. 
Social Reponses to Suicide. 
Sociological Theories of Suicide. 

8. Mental Disorder. 
Some Popular Myths. 
Types of Mental Disorder. 
Social Factors in Mental Disorder. 
Societal Responses to Mental Disorder. 
Perspectives on Mental Disorder. 

9. Heterosexual Deviance. 
Pornography. 
Extramarital Sex. 
Sexual Deviance in Cyberspace. 
Sexual Harassment. 
Popular Myths about Prostitution. 
Types of Prostitutes. 
The World of Prostitution. 
Prostitution in Global Perspective. 
Theories of Prostitution. 

10. Homosexuality and Homophobia. 
Myths about Homosexuality. 
Gay and Lesbian Life. 
Same-Sex Practices among Straights and Bisexuals. 
Homophobia. 
AIDS, Gays, and Straights. 
The Lesbian and Gay Rights Movement. 
Theories of Same-Sex Orientation. 

11. Drug Use. 
Drug Use in Perspective. 
Illegal Drugs: Their Effects and Users. 
Social Dimensions of Drug Use. 
A Social Profile of Drug Users. 
Becoming a Drug User. 
What Causes Illegal Drug Use? 
The War on Drugs. 
Cigarette Smoking. 

12. Drinking and Alcoholism. 
The Extent of Drinking and Alcoholism. 
Myths about Alcohol Use. 
What Alcohol Does to Its Users. 
A Social Profile of Drinkers. 
What Is Alcoholism? 
Becoming an Alcoholic. 
Unique Drinking Problems. 
What Causes Alcoholism? 
Controlling Alcohol Use and Abuse. 

13. White-Collar and Governmental Deviance. 
What Is White-Collar Deviance? 
Corporate Deviance. 
Occupational Deviance. 
What Makes White-Collar Deviance Unique? 
Causes of White-Collar Deviance. 
Governmental Deviance. 
Official Ways of Neutralizing Deviance. 
Causes of Governmental Deviance. 

14. Disreputable Economic Deviance. 
Robbery. 
Auto Theft and Carjacking. 
Burglary. 
Shoplifting. 
Organized Crime. 

Week 2 
2/4-6
Introduction 

Week 3
2/11



2/13

Library Research -

Week 4
2/18-20

Week 5
2/25-27

Week 6
3/4-6

Week 7
3/11-13

Week
8
3/18-20
Spring Break

Week 9
3/25-27

Week 10
4/1-3

Week 11
4/8-10

Week 12
4/15-17

Week 13
4/22-24

Week 14
4/29-5/1

Week 15
5/6-8

Week 16
5/13

 9/2 - 9/4   
1. Introduction - What Is Deviance? - a. Thio, Chapt. 1  

                  b. Pfohl, "Images of Deviance."   



2. Is Deviance Functional?  - a. Durkheim, "The Normal and the Pathological,"   b. Moynihan, "Defining Deviancy Down."

9/9 

1. a. Library Research (Section 1 only)

9/11                b. Library Research (Section 2 only)



2.  Is Deviance Functional?  - Durkheim and Moynihan



3. Deviance and Social Control -  Thio, Chapt. 1 and 2;  

Theoretical Explanations

9/16 

1. Classical Theory and Deterrence - Thio, Chapt. 2 

9/18

2. Debate: What Is the Answer to the Crime Problem?  a. Reynolds, "Crime 

       Pays, But So Does Imprisonment."   b. Bazelon, "Solving the Nightmare of Street Crime."                  
3.  Social Disorganization Theory

9/23 -25       1. Strain Theory  - a. Thio, Chapt. 2;   b. Merton, "Strain Theory."  



2. Sutherland and Cressey,  "Differential  Association Theory." 



3. Research Methods and Observation of  Deviance - 



a. Kelly, "Field Research Among Deviants."  




b. Adler, "Researching Dealers and Smugglers."

9/30 - 10/2   1. Debate:  Culture, Class, and Poverty



a. Banfield, "The Future of Lower Class."   



b. Ryan, "Blaming the Victim."



2. Differential Association Theory and Control Theory



a. Thio, Chapt. 2;
 b. Hirschi, "Control Theory."

10/7- 10/9
1. Labeling Theory and Shaming Theory - 

             
a. Thio, Chapt. 3,  

b.Becker (Labeling), c. Braithwaite (Shaming)



2. Deviance and Social Control in Asia -  Zhang et al., "Crime Prevention in                          a Communitarian Society." 

10/14--16     1. Deviance and Social Control in China 



a. Clark and Rojeck, "Social Control in P.R. China."  



b. Troyer, "Chinese Social Organization."


        2. Conflict Theory - a. Thio, Chapt. 3; 



b. Quinney, "Conflict Theory."


        3. Power and Deviance - Thio, Chapt. 4

10/21          Midterm





Forms of Deviance 

10/23-28
1. Alcohol Use and Abuse - Thio, Chapt. 14



2. Debate:  Advertisement, Alcohol, and Consumption?



Patricia Taylor and Jeffrey Becker on alcohol and advertisement

10/30-11/4
Property Crime - a. Thio, Chapt. 7; 



b. Cromwell, "Burglary." 



c. Klemke, "Understanding Shoplifting." 



d. Deng, "Deterrent Effects of Initial Sanction on First-time Apprehended 

                             Shoplifters."

11/6 & 11/13

Violent Crime - Thio, Chapt. 5


         
Sexual Violence - a. Thio, Chapt. 6; 




b. Jody Miller, "Feminist Theory."




c. Warshaw and Parrot, "The Contribution of Sex Role Socialization  to 


Acquaintance Rape."


11/18-25

1. Sexual Violence - a. Thio, Chapt. 6; 




2. Illegal Drug Use - Thio, Chapt. 13




3. Debate: Legalization of Drugs





a. Nadelmann and Courtright on Legalization

12/2-12/4

White Collar Crime - a. Thio, Chapt. 12 &17; 




b. Dilulio, "The Impact of Inner-City Crime,"  




c. Reiman, "The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison."

12/9-12/11

Organized Crime and  Prostitution - Thio, Chapt. 11 & 8 

12/17-12/23

Final Exam

Spring 1999  Sociology 261

Social Deviance and Control

Professor Xiaogang Deng     Office Hours: Tu & Th 2:30-4:00

Office: 4/06 Wheatley Hall  
  or by appointment
       Phone: 287-6259                     Email:xiaogang.deng@umb.edu                                       

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The primary goal of this course is to teach students how to study deviance and social control scientifically and critically.  Thus, this course is not a "book learning" course.  Instead, this is a hands-on course in which students will learn how to study deviance by conducting research themselves, using real data to answer real questions.  Specifically, students will learn: a) major theoretical perspectives, b) various forms of deviant behavior and control in a cross-cultural context, b) how to use basic analytic techniques to analyze some of the best data available to professional researchers.  


The format of this course will include lectures, lab works, discussions, and group or individual presentation.  Discussions will be held as often as possible and are meant to help students learn to think sociologically and to deal critically with course materials.  

REQUIRED READINGS

1. Alex Thio, Deviant Behavior, 5th edition, HarpenCollins, 1998.


2. Rodney Stark, Criminology: An Introduction Using MicroCase, Microcase Corporation, 1995.


3. A packet of xeroxed articles will be available at the reserved desk in library.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Exams (58%): There will be three exams.  The first two exams are worth 12% each and the final 34%.  Each exam will be based on both the reading and lecture materials.  No make-up exams will be given.


2. Computer Assignments (32%): You will be asked to complete several computer assignments.  The assignments must be handed in according to the date specified.  Late submission will be automatically downgraded.


3. Oral Presentation (2%) - You are required to give at least two short oral presentations in front of the class.  


4. Quizzes (4%): Short quizzes will be given to check your knowledge of the required readings and the lectures.


5. Attendance (4%): Regular attendance is expected.  Students with more than 6 unexpected absences will forfeit the attendance portion of their grade.  You are also expected to come prepared and actively participate in discussion. 


6. Participation in a Research Project (1%).

Grading Summary: Exams: 58%  
Assignments 32%
Presentation 2%  Quizzes    4%    Attendance 4%
Participation in a Research Project 1%

Incomplete and Late Submission

An incomplete for the course will only be given in accordance with University policy.  All computer assignments MUST be handed in on the date they are due.  Grades for late submissions will be automatically downgraded.  All exams MUST be taken on the scheduled dates.  No make-up exams will be given.  

Help


If you have any questions or problems at any time during the semester, I strongly encourage you to speak with me.  You are always welcome to come to my office during the scheduled office hours or schedule an appointment.  You need to have a Vax account so that you can reach me through electronic mail and surf the Internet.  Remember: it is better to seek help than remain silent and let your grade suffer!

---------------------------------------------------------------------

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week 1  
Introduction: Deviance and Control - Thio, Chapt. 1

2/1-5            

Week 2
a. Forms of Social Control 

2/8-12
b. Classical Theory and Strain Theory - Thio, Chapt. 2

Week 3 
a. Differential Association and Control Theories -Thio, Chapt. 2

2/15-19
b. Using Internet (the Instruction Room in Healey Library) - 2/17           

Week 4      a. Self-control and Labeling - Thio, Ch. 3; 

               Reserved Article: Deng & Zhang      

2/22-26
b. Lab 1: How to Measure Deviance-Stark, Exercise 1 & 2                         

Week 5
a. Shaming Theory and Social Control in East Asia -                 3/1-5           Thio, Chapt. 3; Reserved Article: Deng, Zhang, and Cordilia

            b. Lab 2: Theory Testing- Stark, Exercise 3 & 4

Week 6
a. Alcohol Use and Abuse I - Thio, Ch. 12

3/8-12
b. Exam # 1 - 3/10




c. Lab 3a: Getting Drunk in America - Stark, Exercise 6 (tentative)

Week 7 3/13-21
Spring Break

Week 8 
a. Alcohol Use and Abuse II - Thio, Chapt. 12

3/22-26     b. Lab 3b: Drinking and Drug in America- Stark, Exe. 6 & 7

Week 9
a. Drug Use I - Thio, Chapt. 11

3/2-4/2    
b. Lab 4: Drug and Alcohol among Youth - Stark, Exe. 8 & 9

Week 10
a. Drug Use  II - Thio, Chapt. 11

4/5-9

b. Suicide - Thio, Chapt. 7 



c. Lab 5: Drug and Property Crime -Stark, Exe. 9-11

Week 11
a. Suicide and Homophobia - Thio, Chapt. 7 & 10

4/12-16     b. Economic Deviance - Thio, Ch. 14



c. Lab 6: Property Crime and College Offenders-Stark,Exe. 12 & 13 

Week 12
a. Exam #2 - 4/21

4/19-23
b. Economic Deviance - Thio, Chapt. 14

Week 13
a. Physical Violence - Thio, Chapt. 4

4/26-30    
b. Lab 7: Whose Friends Are Getting Murdered?  - Stark, Exe.  14 

Week 14
Rape and Family Violence -Thio, Chapt. 5 & 6

5/3-7



Week 15
a. White Collar Crime and Sexual Deviance -Thio, Chapt. 9 & 13  

5/10-14
b. Mental Disorder -Thio, Chapt. 8

5/17

Review

5/4-28
Final Exam



STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET

Soc 261   

Instructor - Xiaogang Deng

Name(print):                                 
Degree Specialization or Major                                     
Year in School                    
Know how to use e-mail?  
a. yes

b. no

What is your email address if you have any(please print): 

Career Plan / hopes/ dreams:

What deviant behavior do you like to study?  Why?

Check the courses you have taken in Sociology:

a. Criminology    b. Alcoholism     c. Criminal Justice    

d. Research Methods

Best  or most interesting (TO YOU!) term paper or research project you have completed:

Please use the back of this sheet if you have other research interests you would like to discuss in this class.  

