Ideas of Nature

(Peter Taylor, building on Raymond Williams, 10/95,

nature = actual
physical, material
(incl. living) world

revised 3/99)

“nature” = idea about nature

read literally
(right way for us to
behave or for
society to be
ordered; or we can
expect problems if
we deviate; or we
better be careful if
we choose to
deviate)

interpreted
(invoking external
authority is a way to
avoid debating social
issues head on)
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