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CPCS’ Clark Taylor Center for Media, Arts
and Technology Is Open for Business

By Janna Goldstein
On May 7, surrounded by

family and friends, colleagues,

students, and alumni, retired Col-

lege of Public and Community

Service (CPCS) professor Clark

Taylor was in high spirits.  Cel-

ebrating the official opening of

the Clark Taylor Center for Me-

dia, Arts and Technology, he and

many guests took part in a dedi-

cation held in the Wit’s End

Plaza. After the ceremony and re-

ception, guests were invited to

watch the ribbon-cutting, tour

the facility, and take part in the

launch of the new CPCS website.

The center features 26 com-

puters, 13 of which are Dell, 13

of which are iMac. Everything is

brand new, from the printers to

the chairs to the carpets. Set up

mainly for CPCS students, the

center and its media tools are

open to all.  Funded by founder

and CEO of Monster.com Jeff

Taylor, at a price of around

$200,000, the center is state-of-

the-art.  Jeff dedicated the center

to his father, Clark, who taught

at UMass Boston for 29 years.

“Today we are here to thank

the Clark family. You are giving

us hope and desires and a chance

to create, connect, and to

dream,” said Connie Chan,

CPCS dean.

Chancellor Gora agreed, tell-

ing Taylor, “You will be remem-

bered by every student who uses

the center,” and that he has

kindly made “a legacy for these

students and the ones that will

follow.” Several of Taylor’s col-

leagues and friends spoke as well.

Professors Fred Johnson, Ismael

Ramirez-Soto, and master of cer-

emonies Reebee Garofalo shared

their excitement about the new

center and their fondness of Tay-

lor.  Professor Garofalo stated

with pride that the new center

would serve as a “technological

component to the urban mission,”

essential not only to CPCS students

but to the university as a whole.

When Clark Taylor reached the

podium, he appeared grateful,

touched, overjoyed, and amused.

“It was not my idea to leave it in

my name, but I have to admit, it

gives me a certain rush.”   In his

address, his son said, “I watched

my parents act out a life of being

involved in social justice,” and that

now the center and the media

would be used “to further social

justice and democratic develop-

ment.” Clark Taylor was accom-

panied by his wife and two of his

three children. All three of his chil-

dren are University of Massachu-

setts graduates.

Following the ceremony, the

guests were led into the center,

where they took a tour and

mingled for some time. The Clark

Taylor Center for Media, Arts and

Technology will clearly be a suc-

cess and assist current students and

those who will come.

Music Professor Reconstructs
Beethoven’s Earliest Piano Concerto

By Anne-Marie Kent
The Chamber Orchestra, di-

rected by Professor Jon Ceander

Mitchell of the Music Department,

made history on May 7 in St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church in Brookline, as

they made music, beautiful music

in the form of Beethoven’s Piano

Concerto in E Flat, W.o.O.4.  The

performance was the world pre-

miere of Mitchell’s reconstruction

of the orchestration for this,

Beethoven’s earliest piano concerto.

“It was the ‘world premiere’ of a

220-year old work,” said Mitchell.

 Sitting in his McCormack Hall

office, he slid a tape of the new com-

position into a stereo and clicked it

on.  “I found out about this piece a

long time ago when I was in col-

lege,” he said. “This is a piece for a

small orchestra, and so I thought:

this would suit us really well, so I

ordered a copy of the score. To my

delight, it included the 1890 print

of the published solo part as an ap-

pendix,” he said.

Mitchell’s original intention was

to have the Chamber Orchestra

play Hess’s version. Then he real-

ized Hess’s version took “too many

liberties.”  Spreading out the mu-

sic, pointing to the individual parts

of the concerto, Mitchell indicated

that, when the piano solo is not

playing, we know what the orches-

tra should be doing. However,

when the piano solo is playing, we

don’t know what Beethoven in-

tended for the orchestra to do.

“In 1943, Willy Hess wrote a

reasonably full orchestra version,”

explained Mitchell.  “The trouble

with Hess’s version is that it’s a

product of its time. In 1943, not as

much attention was paid to histori-

cal accuracy.”  Flipping pages,

Mitchell indicated the differences

between Beethoven’s original piece

and the Hess piece.  He explained,

“Hess changed the endings of the

second and third movements. He

ignored certain thematic things. He

created a piece for his time.”

Mitchell reconstructed the piece

using material from the concerto it-

self.  “I extracted things and moved

them around a little bit to the forms

Beethoven would have known.  I

tried to make the accompaniment

in the style of Beethoven’s first two

numbered piano concertos,” said

Mitchell. Pausing, he pointed to the

stereo, still playing in the corner of

his office. “Do you hear that?  That

horn doesn’t exist in the Hess ver-

sion. He puts in his own themes.

This, I took from the concerto itself.”

Mitchell arranged with Centaur

Records to record this work in Feb-

ruary with the Bohuslav Martinu

Philharmonic of Zlin, Czech Re-

public.  He has two other endeav-

ors relating to Beethoven. One

project, he says, was dropped into

his lap by a UMass Boston student

whose hobbies include rummaging

through used-book stores; it is a

score of the first four Beethoven

symphonies that bears all sorts of

marking by Erich Leinsdorf, con-

ductor of the Boston Symphony

Orchestra (BSO) from 1962 to

1969. “I have been able to confirm

his markings by visiting his daugh-

ter and the BSO archives.  I am in

the midst of writing a book about

Leinsdorf, Beethoven, and this

score,” said Mitchell.

Also, last month, he and  Mu-

sic Department colleague Linnea

Bardarson had their CD Beethoven:

Piano Concerto Movement in D,

K. Anh 7, and Piano Concerto in

D, Op. 61, released by Centaur

Records.

Jon Ceander Mitchell, professor of music, is immersed in multiple
projects on Beethoven, including a recent reconstruction of the
composer’s earliest piano concerto.  (Photo by Harry Brett)

STARS Up and Running
By Ed Hayward

The STARS mini-grants pro-

gram launched by Vice Chancel-

lor for Student Affairs J. Keith

Motley funded 19 projects with

approximately $26,000 in an ef-

fort to reinforce collaborations

by faculty, staff, and students to

improve the campus experience

at UMass Boston, according to

the Office of Student Affairs.

Motley said the initial launch

of the program has yielded the

kind of results he was looking for.

“STARS has generated a real

excitement about the potential

we have on campus to put to-

gether exciting initiatives that

promote the work faculty, stu-

dents, and staff can undertake

together,” said Motley. “If any-

thing, this project has really put

a spotlight on the work that’s al-

ready being done throughout

the institution.”

STARS—Student Affairs Re-

sources for Success—funded a

range of projects that included

assisting with the Beacon Dash,

a five-kilometer road race held

on campus recently to raise

funds for the UMass Boston

Early Learning Center.

Another project that received

a grant was the HIV Education

project spearheaded by Dawn

Marie Heffernan in Health Ser-

vices. The grant was used to

fund an HIV assessment, coun-

seling, risk-reduction, educa-

tion, and testing campaign.

A mini-grant also supported

the Sixth Annual Good Neigh-

bor Day, organized by Jain

Ruvidich-Higgins and the Office

of Service Learning. The fund-

ing covered the costs of t-shirts,

snacks, and an ice cream social—

small rewards for the volunteers

who participated in the annual

day of service with the campus’s

Dorchester neighbors.

Other projects included:

Creating Campus Community,

students Asghar Syed and Ann

Falico; The Writing Doctor Is

In, Professor Ramon Borges-

Mendez; Sociology’s Social

Theory Forum, Professor Jorge

Capetillo-Ponce and student

Anna Martsinkiv; Wellness

Buddies and Pathways to

Wellness, Linda Jorgensen,

Health Services; Ambassador

Outreach Program, Allyn P.

Pazienza; U-Sail, Chris Sweeney,

Marine Operations.

Voice of Migration and Ex-

ile: A Symposium, Asgedet

Stefanos and Clara Estow; Gos-

pel Music Workshop, Rev.

Adrienne Berry-Burton;

Mother’s Day Luncheon and

Women Eating Breakfast,

Vienna Rothberg; Earth Week

2004, Professor Steven

Rudnick; Latino Leadership

Survey, Andrés Torres; 19th

Annual Asian Culture Festival,

Kristen Thuy Nguyen; UMass

Boston High School Open, Dan

Korsunksy; and STARS Show-

case for Success Career Day,

Maria N. Rocha and Jillian

Spooner.

Celebrating the opening of the Clark Taylor Center (from l to r):  Ellen and Jeff Taylor, daughter and son
of Clark Taylor; CPCS interim dean Connie Chan; Kay Taylor, wife of Clark Taylor; retired CPCS
professor Clark Taylor; Chancellor Jo Ann Gora; CPCS professors Fred Johnson and Reebee Garofalo.
(Photo by Harry Brett)


