List of topics for team projects
1. Should the United States change the “CAFÉ” standards?
As of May 2003, the average fuel economy standards for light trucks that will be manufactured between 2005 and 2007 was set to be 21.0mpg for MY(model year) 2005, 21.6 for 2006, and 22.2 for 2007.  Considering recent increases on oil prices should the government change these standards to encourage car companies to make cars and light trucks which are more fuel efficient?
2. Should the SEC change the rules as to make top executive compensation more transparent?
In January 2006, the US Securities and Exchange Commission considered issuing a proposal that seeks more disclosure of the compensation received by top executives including perks such as the use of corporate jet or retirement plans. 
3. Should the United States have signed the Kyoto protocol?
The Kyoto protocol became binding on February 2005.  It demands a 5.2% cut of greenhouse gas emissions from the industrialized world as a whole by 2012.  The United States has not signed the protocol which Pres. Bush has argued is too costly and flawed.
4. Should the United States limit subsidies to producers of commodity agricultural products (particularly cotton) as reclaimed by developing countries in the last WTO round (Doha)?
In March 2005, the WTO declared US subsidies to its cotton industry illegal.  This was the first formal challenge to the large agricultural subsidies provided by developed countries.  The subsidies have been loudly under attack as developing countries seem to have aligned their interest to push for the elimination of these subsidies.  

5. Should the United States raise the federal minimum salary?

On March 2005, The US Senate voted 49 – 46 against a raise of the federal minimum salary from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour.  The last time the federal minimum salary was raised on in 1997.

6. Should the United States allow individuals to buy prescription drugs from Canada?

On March 2003 the FDA decided to crack down on the practices of online sales of prescription drugs from Canadian sources.  Their arguments are concerns for the safety of the drugs.  The differential in prices, however, has encouraged milliard of individuals and even government agencies to buy (make purchase agreements) their drugs across the border.

7. and 8. Should the United States aim at having a federally paid universal health insurance program?  Should Massachusetts adopt Maryland approach to getting companies to pay for health insurance costs?

The rapid and constant rise on healthcare cost is making most companies large and small rethink their commitment to providing healthcare benefits.  In the last years most companies have reduced their coverage and some have stopped it all together.  For years many have discussed the possibility of the United States changing its current policy and transitioning into some form of “universal health program” taking away the burden of healthcare costs from companies.  Most recently Maryland and New York have passed laws intended to force Wal-Mart  to spend more money on healthcare for its employees.  Lawsuits are questioning the legality of these laws while other states consider whether to pass similar laws.
9.  
Bill currently being debated in Senate to change how victims of   asbestos get access to compensation.  Should the Senate pass this bill?
The Senate is currently debating legislation that would create a $140 billion fund for victims of asbestos.  This legislation (Fairness in Asbestos Injury Resolution Act of 2005) is intended to restrict asbestos victims from bringing claims to court.  Different groups (large businesses, small businesses, unions, lawyers) have very different opinions on whether this legislation should be approved. 

10.
Your own choice pre-approved by me.
