3rd Report: Compare and contrast project (Due on April 26)

Different countries do things differently.  Using your textbook (including chapters we have not covered in class) identify one area in which the United States differs from one or several other countries.  

Some possible topics are:

· Should the United States adopt a Value Added Tax system 

· Compare shareholder activism in the United States with shareholder activism in another country
· A few months back France saw ethnic based rather violent demonstrations which many considered are connected to the poor economic situation of muslin minorities in the country.  These last days we have seen rather peaceful demonstrations of immigrants (particularly Latino immigrants) because of a bill threatening to criminalize illegal immigration.  Do you think immigrant/ethnic demonstrations could turn violent in the United States like they did in France?

· Any other topic

You can (a) explain why are things done differently in this area based on historical arguments or (b) identify and explain the advantages and disadvantages of the approach of the US and the other country(ies).

Expected length: between 3 and 6 pages.

This report must use a minimum of five different sources (You do not need to submit the original articles with this report but you do need to write the references following well accepted standards).

Sources: The worldwide web is a useful tool for finding sources. However, many websites are biased or unreliable. You should also be looking for newspaper, magazine or scholarly journal articles that have gone through an editorial review for accuracy and originality. For this purpose, you should use the Healey Library, especially its electronic databases. Particularly useful will be Business Source Premier, LexisNexis Academic, and Expanded Academic ASAP. These are accessible on campus or from remote sites: <http://www.lib.umb.edu/databases/ db_browse_subject.cfm>.  You may also want to search the help of George Hurt.  George is the librarian in charge of supporting the College of Management and he is very very helpful

Evaluation criteria:
1. Research. Does the paper fill the assignment? Is the research sufficiently broad, thorough and balanced? Are sources properly identified and cited? 

2. Organization. Does one of the early paragraphs offer a clear thesis? Is the structure of the paper communicated clearly in an early paragraph? Does it focus on what is relevant and significant (thus demonstrating command of the subject)?
3. Clarity, tone and style. Are there good transitions between paragraphs? Is the paper as a whole clearly organized? Does each paragraph build on a single idea and have a clear sense of purpose? Does it take into account multiple points of view and varying perspectives? Is it balanced, fair and objective?
4. Insight. Is the prose clear, concrete and fair? Is the paper interesting? Are supporting arguments clear, logical, and convincing?
5. Mechanics. Does the paper meet minimal professional qualifications regarding grammar, spelling and usage? Does it follow the college style?
	Points
	Student:
	Grade

	25
	Research
	Quality of sources

__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.

Usage of sources (the best as supporting an argument the worst any hint of cut and paste)

__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.


	

	25
	Organization. 
	Clear thesis
__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.

Arguments significant to support or undermine the thesis

__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.


	

	15
	Clarity, tone and style. 
	Flow (paragraphs follow one another)
__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.

Takes into account multiple points of view

__________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.

	

	15
	Insight. 
	Clarity         __________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.
Convincing  __________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.

Interesting    __________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.


	

	20
	Mechanics  (writing + citations)
	            __________Excel._______OK_______Insuf.
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