2nd Report: Bibliography project.  Due on March 29, 2006..  

Expected length: about 3 pages

This assignment has three components: First, you need to find the following documents on the web.  
(1) Jan Schakowsky’s “Patriot Corporations” in the February issue of “The Nation.”
(2) David Boaz’s “Ownership society” as included in the Cato Institute’s web site.
(3) The report “Stay warm, save cold cash.” Authored by the Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, and U.S. PIRG.  Contributors include Brendan Bell, Alison Cassady, Elizabeth Hitchcock, Jim Presswodd and Daniel J. Weiss  (January 2006).

(4) Press release “U.S. Economy Firing on All Cylinders” from Americans for Tax Reform (December 2, 2005).

(5) Joint Testimony of Henry Eickelberg before the House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures, on the Administration's Pension Funding Reform Proposal (March 2005).  (hint: He was speaking in behalf of the Business roundtable among other groups)

Second, you must provide a complete citation (the way it would appear on a reference list) for each of these documents (hint: need help!  Check the end of this syllabus and the College of Management’s web site). 

Finally, consider what you know or can find out through web research on the author and the publication outlet (in the case of published articles), the speaker and the organization(s) it represents or speaks on behalf of (in case of a speech or press release), or the organization(s) that claims authorship.  Then, you should discuss one or two of the following issues in about one paragraph per document:

· Whether you expect the document to recommend more or less government intervention, regulation and/or oversight.

· Whether the author and the publication and/or organization are frequently aligned with traditional democratic or republican issue positions.

· Whether you expect the document to defend more federal or more local (state and or municipal) government responsibility over a specific topic.

· Whether you expect the document to defend the interests of one “interest group” even if it comes at the expense of others (make sure you identify the interest group supported and another interest group that may be hurt or, that you would expect to claim that its interests are being hurt). 

· Some other topic covered in the course (particularly in chapter 7)

Hints: I do not expect you to read the articles.  When multiple organizations and authors are involved I recommend you discuss only one of them.

Grading sheet
	Student
	
	Grading

	Identified correctly (10%)

	
	The Nation                                     ______________

Cato Institute                                 ______________

Stay warm                                      ______________
American for Tax Reform (ATR)  ______________
Business Round Table                    ______________
	

	Referenced properly (25%)
	

	5%
	The Nation
	

	5%
	Cato Institute
	

	5%
	Stay warm
	

	5%
	American for Tax Reform (ATR)
	

	5%
	Business Round Table
	

	Good appraisal (65%)
	

	13%
	The Nation
Bias

Appraisal


	

	13%
	Cato Institute 

Bias

Appraisal


	

	13%
	Stay warm 

Bias

Appraisal


	

	13%
	American for Tax Reform (ATR)

Bias

Appraisal


	

	13%
	Business Round Table 

Bias

Appraisal


	

	Total
	General comments

	


Example
Artitle by Paul Krugman in the New York Time Magazine from September 14, 2003.

Citation:  

Krugman, P.  2003.  The Tax-Cut Con.  New York Times Magazine.  September 14, 2003.  Retrieved on March 25, 2004 from http://www.nytimes.com/2003/09/14/magazine/14TAXES.html?ex=1080363600&en=d03378f3b06cf1ed&ei=5070
Appraisal
Professor Krugman is a respected professor of economics and a columnist for the New York Times.  “The Tax-Cut Con” is one in a series of articles criticizing the current administration published by the New York Times.  It is hard for the average reader to judge whether Prof. Krugman’s criticisms of President Bush’s tax cut are well founded.  His position as professor in one of the best universities in the country gives him credibility--he is a professor in Princeton.  At the same time, these articles are published by the New York Times which implies that his criticisms probably have a liberal bend.  Note, for example, that last Sunday’s New York Times Magazine featured Al Franken on the cover page.  Mr. Franken is likely to be at the top of the conservative press’s hate list.  The New York Times, however, is not an outlet where we would expect to find articles with a blatant liberal bias.

Note:

In this particular appraisal I make a big deal about the author.  Please do not imply from here you need to do the same thing.  There is not really one exact right answer.  Each of you can take a different approach and still produce A assignments.  For example, now re-reading it I realize I could have highlighted the fact that the title uses the word “con” on relation to Bush’s tax cut as confirmation of the liberal bias of the article. 

