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I. What is community based disaster management?

Characteristics of CBDM 
[Note: Community Based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM) is a variant acronym of CBDM]
· Philosophy
· CBDRM contributes to addressing the root causes of vulnerabilities and to transforming or removing the structures generating inequity and underdevelopment. CBDRM is a development-oriented approach. 
· Living in disaster safer communities is considered a basic human right.
· Community knowledge, culture and customs are recognized and respected.
 
· Actors
· CBDRM recognize the central role of vulnerable groups and persons. 
· CBDRM is gender sensitive. 
· There is a wide range of actors in CBDRM. 
· The role of media as an important stakeholder is recognized.
 
· Nature of Stakeholder Relationships
· CBDRM requires a high level of coordination and cooperation amongst stakeholders, e.g. governments, donors, NGO’s and vulnerable groups and people.
· CBDRM advocates and workers believe that they are accountable to the people first and foremost.
· There is a need to maintain efforts to enhance inclusiveness, decentralization and empowerment.
 
· Approach to Implementation
· It puts a premium on the organizational capacity of the vulnerable sectors through the formation of grassroots disaster risk management organizations.
· The strategies of CBDRM are participatory in nature. 
· CBDRM is multi-faceted and highly adaptable
· It recognizes the need for continued innovation. 
· It provides an opportunity to share resources from different stakeholders and complement the limited resources of the governments
· CBDRM contributes to empowerment of community members, and can bring pride, dignity, self-confidence, a desire to learn more and a willingness to seek improvements. (Sam Ath, 2004) 
II. Examples of CBDM from Cuba and the United States


· How do these models stack up against the characteristics outlined above?

III. From science (research) to policy: how are useful findings translated into policy? 
· Observe and learn from how CBDM has been institutionalized in other countries.

· Accept the ‘development’ model and understand that the richest country in the world has much in common with third world countries when it comes to disaster risk reduction.
