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Although I’m still new to using technology in education, some ideas I have about how technology can aid thinking, learning, communication and action in classrooms (or other educational settings) include many of the ideas I have gotten from this class this year from the professor and the other students. One of the most interesting aspects of computer use is that it can reach so many different students, from the learning disabled to  all of the different learning styles. It also seems that some students will do an assignment for a teacher if it is on computers, even if they would not so it any other way. Currently, I am a certified History teacher who teaches Social Studies in 8th grade and I do not have even one computer in my room. Last week, when I asked the Director of the Social Studies Department about getting online in the classroom, he said that I could not have a computer until the Commonwealth rewrites the frameworks for Social Studies, which is due to be done this coming year. That is why I decided to turn to the frameworks of the Commonwealth to see exactly what is expected of me as far as using technology in my Social Studies room. After this conversation, I looked for the Massachusetts Department of Education Recommended PreK-12 Instructional Technology Standards. I was looking to be able to explain to him what was in this already revised set of rules (revised October 2001). I wanted to be able to argue that my students were already behind the ball technologically without waiting two more years. Since I wrote this line 3 weeks ago, I have come to learn that Massachusetts is considering dropping the Social studies MCAS altogether, instead of rewriting the frameworks. 

I was shocked to find that the new frameworks on technology do not address using technology in the Social Studies or History classroom. I knew then that without the support of the Commonwealth requirement to have a computer in the Social Studies room, that it was going to be incredibly difficult to argue my case to the Director that computers are needed in the Social Studies room, as much as any other room to maximize thinking and learning, communication and group interaction- an area that Social Studies lends itself to naturally. 

Amending the Current frameworks to include History

Inside the tech frameworks, there is a section called “Gaining Technology Skills while Learning the Content of the Curriculum” that gives exemplars of called Integrated Learning Scenarios for Science, Math and Literature, but neither History nor Social Studies. The Literature section is a lesson on “The Harlem Renaissance”, clearly a History and Social Studies subject (1). Perhaps the Commonwealth should simply change the wording of the existing document to indicate that this is an interdisciplinary lesson and include the History and Social Studies Strands and Standards that are touched upon by the existing lesson. The Standards covered in the existing lesson are:

HISTORY  1- Chronology and Cause

2. Historical Understanding

3. Research, Evidence and Point of View

4. Society, diversity, Commonality and the Individual

5. Interdisciplinary Learning: Literature and

19. Citizenship  (2)

  However, to truly fulfill the destiny of using the computer to ensure that all public school students have the opportunity to attain a world class education in History-Social Sciences, the Massachusetts Frameworks on Technology should include a separate learning scenario for History/Social Science. A lesson that would really show the true value of technology on the Social Studies classroom would use technology in a way that would facilitate learning for the student as only it can. It would entail the use of primary resources that the students could not-or would not –access in any other way. 

Support from other States 

One area that I decided to turn to was what other states have done to promote the use of technology in the Social Studies classroom. Here I must admit as well, I was totally disappointed. Fortunately for the students of Massachusetts, the Mass Frameworks on technology was the easiest to access on the website. I looked into New York and California as support, but really did not find much. They both had frameworks for History, but I was not able to locate a technology framework for either state, so they were not much assistance to me in my case against my computer-less room. 
 The California Frameworks on History and Social Science did render a very succinct definition of what historical and social study should do:

“Faithfulness to the truth of history involves far more than a research, however patient and scrupulous, into special facts.  Such facts may be detailed with the most minute exactness, and yet the narrative, taken as a whole, maybe be unmeaning or untrue. The narrator must seek to imbue himself with the life and spirit of the time.  He must study events in their bearings near and remote in the character, habits, and manners of those who took part in them.  He must himself be, as it were, a sharer or a spectator of the action he describes.”(3)

 If one looks into the true meaning of this quote, one will see that to imbue oneself in the life and spirit of the times for either historical or social examination (as the quote suggests), one must get as close to the facts and the events as possible. This is best achieved through direct contact with people who lived and witnessed the events to be studied, couples with graphic exhibits for the students to visit. One way to connect with people who are primary resources – people who the students would normally have no contact- is through the internet. This use, plus the computer’s ability to recreate sights and sounds, can create a wonderful learning experience that the students of all learning styles will benefit from. A lesson of this nature would illustrate the true value of technology in the History and Social studies room.

A Proposed Lesson

Since my historical timeframe in the eighth grade stops at the year 1877, I am frequently finding myself relying on old fashioned resources. Documents, such as the Gettysburg Address, which can be located in many different places such as encyclopedias. If I were able to contact (via the internet) someone who saw the Gettysburg Address, then I would have an argument (and a miracle). So I have determined that creating a lesson to maximize technology to cover all learning styles, a lesson on the absolute necessity of technology in History, would be more effective if I focused on another time period- material from another grade. I was recently having a conversation with a 7th grade history teacher named Dr.Michelle Faymen. Ms. Fayman, an young attorney turned teacher, is in the process of doing a unit on immigration. This immediately registered as a great lesson could showcase the value of technology, so I asked her to collaborate with me to turn her existing lesson into a model lesson for the use of technology. 

She was thrilled to add this aspect to her lesson and shared with me one of her concerns with the questionable way the students were obtaining primary resources for the lesson. During the lesson, the students have to interview an immigrant. To her dismay and embarrassment, her students had actually stopping people of different races on the street so they could ask them questions about being an immigrant. She was greatly distressed and embarrassed at the trouble this could cause, and we both agreed that the technology was one way to prevent this (4). Presented here is the joint effort of her idea and my incorporation of technology to turn the lesson into an unforgettable one. 

Integrated Learning Scenario

The Experience of Immigration into  20th Century America
Grade 7
The format used is taken from the Technology Standards exemplar on the Harlem Renaissance. (5)
History Learning Standards to be Assessed:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 19: Chronology and Cause; Historical understanding; Society, Diversity, Commonality and the Individual; Interdisciplinary Learning: Religion and Ethics in History; and Citizenship (6)
Technology Performance Indicators: Grades 5-8

2.6, 2.9, 2.10, 2.11,3.7, 3.11-Explain and demonstrate understanding of classroom rules regarding responsible use of computers, Explain safe practices of sharing personal information via e-mail and the internet, Explain proper e-mail etiquette, Describe and demonstrate knowledge of the school’s Acceptable Use Policy, use search engines effectively to find relevant unbiased and current information on a subject, Use e-mail to communicate with others.

Brief Overview and Objective: 

This is an interdisciplinary lesson using technology to study an historical time period. Students will interview immigrants via email about their immigration experiences. Prior to the interview, students will visit an Ellis Island website to adopt one of the immigrant persona’s that the website provides in its’ web based lesson.  After the interview, students will write a short paper comparing the life of the interviewee with their ficticious persona that they have adopted to be for the study. They will then do a slide show to explain to the class what they have learned about the immigration experience. The objective for the student is to appreciate the immigrant experience and to understand how that experience will differ depending on where the immigrant came from and when.

Introduction: 
For centuries now, immigrants have been coming to the United States for many reasons. The assignment will be to contact an immigrant to the United States by email and interview them. Prior to the lesson, the teacher must through the use of contacts in the district, compile a list of 30 first generation immigrants representing five different backgrounds: Irish, Vietnamese, Cuban, African and Bosnian. This immigrant must have been in this country for over 15 years and have work experience. They must also be willing to be interviewed by a student through email for the lesson. Students will have also done a partner lesson where they researched an immigrant’s life on the Ellis Island website. The student partners will then compile and organize the research into a 1 page double spaced, 12 font explanation of the history of this ficticious immigrant. The topics to be discussed include what America had to offer that there country did not and what difficulties they as a group encountered. Students will use internet resources as well as print, audio and visual material from the media center. 

Upon completion of the research paper, student will be randomly paired up to create a comparison of the ficticious immigrant to their interviewee. They will compile a list of 12 questions per pair. These questions should touch upon at least the following areas of interest: the immigrant’s religion, political beliefs, and ethical beliefs along with the experience of entering the country. Then they must interview, via email, one of the immigrants on the list from their chosen nationality. 

Upon completion of the interview, student pairs will then be divided into groups that have researched and interviewed immigrants from the same group. These groups will then prepare a slide presentation, using presentation software, to compare and contrast what they have learned about these particular group and the individuals in it.   

Each slide presentation must include:

· A title and introduction to the group

· A brief overview of both ethnic group that were studied

· At least one important or meaningful quotation from the interview and an explanation of its importance

· A related image or two imported from the World Wide Web

Practice/Assessment

Each interview must include an overview of the person’ life, accomplishments, influences and dreams of America. Students will be assessed on their individual work, pair work and group work. Students know they will be assesses on their individual involvement in the project as well as the group presentation. Each student must:

· Complete an appropriate amount of the group’s planning, research, technology use and editing- to be defined and assessed by the group members

· Design and create at least one slide of the presentation

· Speak knowledgably to the class on at least their interviewee and their slide ( a 0hard copy must be submitted to the teacher before the presentation)

· Students must give more information to the class than is on the slide

· Help answer class members questions as part of the group presentation

· Students designate their roles within their groups and must time the project around the class schedule as follows:

1. Week one: Initial pair paper due 

2. Week two: Interview questions and answers due 

3. Week three: Visit to the media specialist and the technology specialist for slide preparation due 

4. Week four: Final presentations to class due 

The media specialist coordinates with the teacher and the technology specialist in the school to monitor internet use and help the students use library resource. The teacher must provide an overview of the library rules and the schools Acceptable Use policy for using search engines, web sites and writing citations. They must also ensure that students understand copyright laws and privacy laws in their presentations. Initially, students will be allowed class time to research. Once they have demonstrated competency with email and technology, they will be allowed to use school computers during lab time. Students will write regularly in their journals about how the research is going for them and how the use of a primary resource has changed the whole project and connected them with history.

Conclusion

 Although I may not be able to convince my Director to get me a computer in my room, I do feel that the lesson proposed for the frameworks on Technology standards typifies a technology lesson that does what only it can. In the words of the United States History frameworks for the 1994 National Assessment of Educational Progress, regarding a good history lesson:

 “…students [should] pursue history in ways that typify historians approach to the past, the focus need not be on the nuances and detailed disputes that concern professional historians. Rather, students should learn most of all about ideas and people- individuals and groups, leaders and followers- and understand how the present world we inhabit is the result of choices people have made and convictions they have held.
The teaching of history should introduce the student to the process and the fascination of historical inquiry. This process requires critical examination of evidence and careful weighing of facts and hypotheses. This provides an experience in the kind of reasoned and informed decision making that should characterize each citizen’s participation in American democracy” (7).

Perhaps that is the best argument I have heard so far for technology in Room 113. 
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