To: 
POL SCI G260 Students

From:
Prof. J. Duff

Date:
April 19, 2005

Re:
POL SCI G260 Assignments for Friday April 22, Wednesday April 27, and Friday April 29, 

The Intersection of Politics and the Environment
Please review the summary of the discussions and work we’ve been engaged in over the course of the month and prepare for the  assignments to be submitted and/or conducted over the next two weeks. 
During the April 1, 2005 class session, we discussed the range of perceptions and understandings that people hold when it comes to matters of “politics” and the “environment.”

Students highlighted the following:

· The “environment” is a scalable concepts, i.e. there are relatively small environments that contain physical, chemical and biological components and interactions and the are larger-scale environments – some noted that an environment might by microscopic in size while it may also be fair to characterize global interactions among components as a type of mega-environment;

· “politics” are the rules by which we govern ourselves and while human in nature they operate according to dynamics of influence, action, and reaction;

· individuals’ and organizations’ respective roles in politics and the environment are effectively a two-way street, i.e., they may all play a role in influencing politics and the environment and in turn they may all be affected by politics and the environment; and,
· politics and the state of the environment are both influenced by money

Students understanding of the two terms as presented in Lynas and Gelbspan suggested:

· politics = policies that affect the environment;

· the environment is the forces of nature that 

· the environment is threatened and something has to be done;

· people may act individually but politicians and the government must make policies to help the environment;

· the current presidential administration is ignoring climate change and/or doing little to respond to climate change;

· society must change its habits to protect the environment;
· the US needs to do more to protect the environment;

· we need to be concerened about our current environment as well as the prospect of the future environment for future generations;

· the economy, technology, and politics all interact with one another;  and,

· global climate change can have devastating and disparate impacts in different areas.

POL SCI G260 Assignment for Friday April 22, Wednesday April 27, and Friday April 29, 

 – 

The Intersection of Politics and the Environment

During the April 8 class session, you identified the following groups as “key” in the question of who cares for the environment and how they illustrate their care and concern on environmental issues: 
Individuals; Government; Media; NGOs; Corporations; and Scientists.

A collection of “care” illustrators for each group included (some were specific, some were general):

	Individuals
	Government
	Media
	NGOs
	Corporations
	Scientists

	
	
	
	
	
	

	use less gas
	restrictions
	coverage
	Car pools
	Restrictions
	research

	Have fewer kids
	Education 
	research
	Raise awareness
	Better technology
	Public interaction

	Use fewer appliances
	law
	books
	protests
	Ethical
	Increase alarm rate

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Support caring groups
	Political policies
	seminars
	Kid networks
	Business policy
	research

	participation
	Foreign relations
	activities
	Coverage on news
	Public relations
	advisories

	Living by example
	protocol
	Individual publicity
	Specialized programming
	Financial contributions
	Approved practice/publishing

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drive less
	EPA – policies to benefit environment
	Awareness-generally inform
	Organize from bottom up
	Contributions for green research
	More research on renewable resources

	Car pool
	Require reduced emissions
	Ensure understanding
	Promote awareness
	Better sources for energy
	

	Mass tranportation
	Research other energy sources
	Not bow to corporate pressure
	fundraise
	Get subsidies from gov’t to counter need for economic prosperity over being green
	

	recycle
	
	
	Pressure gov’t
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Choice of transportation
	policies
	coverage
	Push policies
	Conservatory policies
	research

	Choices of purchase
	Controlled release of gov’t funding
	“balanced” coverage
	Recruit/inform people
	Info suppression
	Presenting findings

	activism
	Misinformation (?)
	investigation
	Misinformation (?)
	Misinformation (?)
	terminology

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transportation
	Greater fines
	Can be affected on global scale
	Educate people
	Reduce emissions
	More research

	electricity
	Less greenhouse gas
	Be persuasive about info
	Lobby gov’t


	Workshops
	Be more ethical

	recycling
	Make environment a priority for decisionmaking
	Public interest stories
	Increase funding for environmental program
	Fund scientific research
	Make environment primary research

	
	
	
	
	
	


POL SCI G260 Assignment for Friday April 22, Wednesday April 27, and Friday April 29, 

The Intersection of Politics and the Environment

During the April 15 class session we considered the concerns of the various groups and each of the interest groups had an opportunity to identify concerns/requests/demands of each other.  Each interest group then responded by identifying the priorities made known to it and the manner in which the particular interest group determined it might act.  Student individuals acknowledged that other groups wanted them to educate themselves, organize themselves, and donate money.  Student responded that they would be willing to join NGOs, but did not identify their likely actions to include education or donation efforts.
Government acknowledged that other groups thought they should be dedicating more money to environmental issues and creating environmentally friendly policies and that one group wanted business friendly legislation and corporate subsidies.

Media acknowledged that there was a universal call for unbiased coverage of environmental issues and for a wider range of complexity in coverage.

NGOs  - Few demands were placed on NGOs by other groups and NGOs themselves suggested that their actions 
Corporations acknowledged that groups wanted them to devote money to environmental causes.  They responded that they were in business to make money and that they would be willing to support those organizations that were in turn supportive of their corporate activities.

Scientists acknowledged that other groups wanted more/better research to take place on environmental issues.  They responded by saying that they were inadequately funded.
Assignments for Classes Friday April 22, Wednesday April 27, Friday April 29 

Friday April 22

Based on your understanding of Gelbspan (Chapters 1-8) and Lynas (Chapters 1-6) be prepared to address the following questions:

I  
Re: your knowledge of climate change


A) What causes climate change?


B)  How do scientists distinguish between ordinary climate variation and climate change/global warming?


C)  How certain are scientists about climate change?


D) When and how did they become certain?


E) What are the most significant human-influenced contributors to climate change?

II
Re:  your comprehension of US and international politics


A)
Explain the concept of “climate change politics” in your own words (i.e., how does the climate 

change debate shape US politics and international diplomacy?)


B)
 What types of votes are related to climate change? (election of officials?, votes by Congressional 

committees?, Votes to enact bills into law?, votes on international treaties?)
For Wednesday April 27, 2005

For submission: a 2-3 page paper applying your understanding of climate change, the environment and politics to an issue reported in the media some time in the last four months.  Identify the questions that the media is addressing regarding climate change and highlight the link between the science and politics.
In class: using your paper as a guide, develop a conceptual diagram to illustrate the links/influences between and among politics, the global climate, and the media.

For Friday April 29, 2005
Based on your work so far, develop:

1)  a list of the Top Ten Reasons Americans Should Care About Climate Change;
2)  an advocacy strategy that will heighten the level of understanding and care that Americans have regarding climate change;
3)  a list of political actions that individuals could take to demonstrate their concern on the issue; and,
4) a description of five political “pressure points” where US politicians make climate change policy decisions.
In one of the final classes that I teach in May, I will ask each of you to present to the class (in 1-2 minutes) an editorial response contesting the argument made by John Marburger that a change in US policy is not warranted by science:

From eWeek.com   February 18, 2005 Friday


Bush's Science Advisor, Congressman Clash Over Computer Models;
Where the administration sees ambiguity, Democratic Representative Waxman sees political motivation.

by M.L. Baker, baker@ziffdavis.com

Representative Henry Waxman accused the administration of invoking scientific uncertainty to discredit evidence counter to its policies. John Marburger, science advisor to the president, responded that the computer models used to make predictions about climate change and public health were both ambiguous and prone to group-think errors by scientists.

The clash came during addresses to science journalists in a meeting preceding a large scientific conference sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Science in Washington, D.C.  Health and climate are complex, influenced by thousands of inter-related factors. To predict how current practices predict the future, scientists develop computer models. Given past data, current trends and sets of mathematical relationships, these tools make educated guesses about the future. 

Computer models are used to inform many public health and environmental policies by forecasting, for example, how different vaccination programs might slow the spread of disease, how pollution levels might affect the climate, or even how educational policies might change birth and death rates.  But because of lack of computational power and information, models cannot encompass all the complexities of the real world. Most models of climate change, for example, cannot model individual clouds and so estimate cloud coverage over larger regions. And different assumptions built into the model can dramatically affect the results.

"In fact, there is ambiguity," Marburger said, adding that models can be used to generate bad information.
In an accusation reminiscent of those launched against the Bush administration, he said that scientists can be misled by their own assumptions and need to be challenged.

"Large coalitions can develop opinions not supported by evidence," Marburger said.
