“Regional and NGO responses to extreme climatic events”

A Problem-based Learning (PBL) unit on politics & the environment

Remember the goal of the work you do in the PBL unit is to produce “briefings” to help future students educate themselves and prepare to act to influence political groups and bodies and other people about how best to respond to extreme climatic events.   Do not forget politics! – investigate who is making and influencing decisions and how they go about doing this.  (See, for example, Lynas’s dscription of the climate conference in the Hague, p. 253ff.)

These briefings should provide or point to key resources (e.g., key concepts, arguments, evidence, references, websites, summaries of case studies, quotes, images, people to contact -- including faculty on campus--, relevant courses) so the future student does not have to start from scratch.  In assignment 6 you will be asked to introduce the briefing with a 2-3 paragraph overview, but you do not have to compose these words yet.

Monday, April 11

PBL session 2 in computer lab, Healey Upper Level Green Lab  

Write your name & topic on the board

If you have not done so already email peter.taylor@umb.edu 1-3 sentence description of the initial angle you want to investigate.   Ask PT for guidance immediately if you do not have a topic yet.   (PT compiles the list of topics and circulates it to class.)
Investigate sources on internet.  Keep a word file of useful material and email it to yourself at the end of class.

Ask PT for guidance about your thinking and ask your neighbors for guidance about websearching.

Locate  a classmate  whose topic overlaps with yours and share your interests.
Homework between sessions:   Further internet investigation.

Wednesday, April 13

PBL session 3 - Students report back to class on initial investigations.  We will divide into groups of 5-7.  You will have 5 minutes to explain your topic and what you have learned so far.  Other students will give you feedback, especially about whether you have enough information about the politics.  Give PT a photocopy of the notes your prepare for your presentation.

