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“I made the wrong turn 30
years ago”



How can we reduce our
vulnerability to staying too
long with our chosen path of
research?



“We couldn’t know how this
technology would be used, so |
pulled back.”



Two ideals:
flexible engagement & transversal engagement

Three vignettes:
socio-environmental studies
social studies of mental illness
social studies of scientific knowledge

-> alternative path from Latour (1987):
More vignettes—interdisciplinary workshops
etc. for “refractive practice”



refractive practice




refractive practice
Principle 1:

Participants always bring a lot of knowledge about the topic of the
session -> allow that to be brought to surface & acknowledged.

Principle 2:

What you really learn from a workshop or participatory experience is
what you integrate with your own concerns.



refractive practice
Principle 1:

Participants always bring a lot of knowledge about the topic of the
session -> allow that to be brought to surface & acknowledged

Principle 2:

What you really learn from a workshop or participatory experience is
what you integrate with your own concerns

Guided Freewriting (What I think or feel about the possibility that | may stay
too long with my chosen path of research is...)

Share one idea with a neighbor



Vignette 1:

Intersecting Processes
socio-environmental studies
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Changes in

political-economics, environment, population
health & science

can be seen as the outcome of intersecting
processes
operating across different spatial and
temporal scales,
transgressing the boundaries of the
situation under consideration &
restructuring its "internal” dynamics.



Changes in

political-economics, environment, population
health & science

can be seen as the outcome of intersecting
processes
operating across different spatial and
temporal scales,
transgressing the boundaries of the
situation under consideration &
restructuring its "internal” dynamics.

Analysis of such processes exposes diverse
sites of engagement.
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Vignette 2:

Intersecting Processes
social studies of mental illness
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Vignette 3:
Heterogeneous

Resources
social studies of science



M.LT.
|/

systems analysis
community

MANAGEMENT/
OUTSID

INTERVENTION
MECHANIST
BEHAVIORIS
RMINOLOG

UN. &
/nternational
ad
US.ALD.
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT

OUTSIDE AID/ INTERVENTIOP
MEDIATOR TO AFRICAN/ISFS

. HORT STUDY TIME

Sahel-
Sudan
project

LOOSELY CO-ORDINATED
RESEARCH THAM




Production
Yeorly Per Cow
Rainfoll
+ e (+€ L %,
Birth
- _ Production Ty Decrease - + Population @
Copocity trom —  in Forage ™™ Foroge ; —23:?.,.,,;_/"— ‘L..../R""
Soil Condition Production = Producnmn-\t Yeorly Per Person o~ e -
Potentio! <& Potentiol Forage . +
+ Avgilable Veterinary + _ i+ gz":‘ﬂ'
Services = \+ Out-migration Rate
Soil + Rate
eqrndohon Yolol
Rme - amolm 4
- ote \Fmﬁoﬂ :
Froction
Forage + gr:: for Herd for
".”."ilqﬁoﬂ + FO'OQ. Offtake Milk
y  —— — Required
by Stock
OIA
Delayed Fovugc
Utilizotion lnhnsﬁy g:::'kb‘:,
Goods
- Oftroke
Doys
Spent
in Schel

s +
indicates on o
[j exogenous foctor \‘{ Welldigging l



M.LT.
|/

systems analysis
community

MANAGEMENT/
OUTSID

INTERVENTION
MECHANIST
BEHAVIORIS
RMINOLOG

UN. &
/nternational
ad
US.ALD.
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT

OUTSIDE AID/ INTERVENTIOP

MEDIATOR TO AFRICAN/ISFS
HORT STUDY TIME

X

A\

Sahel-
Sudan
project

LOOSELY CO-ORDINATED
RESEARCH THAM




2

“long, heterogeneous list of resources and
allies that scientists... gather... to make
dissent impossible”

-> Q: How difficult is it, in practice, to modify
established knowledge & practices?



2

-> 1. Humans, other living & non-living things
all resist being mobilized (ANT)
VS.
2. Reflexive, embedded, self-conscious human
modifiers



Path 2 from Latour (1987):
interdisciplinary workshops
etcC.
for “refractive practice”
(3 more vignettes +
problems + contributions)



Vignette 4:
Mapping workshops



Challenge of combining
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“no longer possible to simply continue along
previous lines”



“no longer possible to simply continue along
previous lines”

-> ldeal 1

Flexible engagement
participants in any knowledge-making situation
connect quickly with others who are almost
ready to foster participatory processes
&, through the experience such processes
provide their participants,
contribute to enhancing the capacity of others
to do likewise.



Vignette 5:
Participatory Community
Planning



Vision 20/20
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Problem



Gripped by unosttainty: Sturgeon Falls springs ino action follo.. hitp:!{ ooz thefree libtany.com/_ pant! Print&rticle aspx Ad=966...

Gripped by uncertainty: Sturgeon Falls springs
into action following the closure of its primary

employer.

{ Print )

Author: Hacdow, Scolt Hunter
Date; Jan 1, 2003

Woaords: 942

Pupiication: Northern Orntario BUshess
ISSN: Q7 10-2755

Sturgeon Falls is again facing the job loss blizkrieg that is sweeping across Northern

Ontario. VWeyerhaeuser closed their containerboard mill in Sturgeon F alls on Dec. 5. The
closure affected 140 workers and an entire community.

"It translates into a major financial loss to the municipality," says Gary O'Connor, mayor of
Sturgeon Falls.



-> |deal 2

transversal engagement

practice and policy

e takes seriously the creativity & capacity-
building from well-facilitated participation
among people who share a place or
livelihood

® mitigates adverse trans-local decisions

e incorporates knowledge-making of non-local
or trans-local researchers-including their
analyses of abstracted dynamics of political-
economic change



Vignette 6:
“CPR” workshops



“most workshops are dysfunctional.
This one wasn’t”

evaluations

New England Workshop on
Science & Social Change
2004



New England Workshop on Science & Social
Change

Topics have included

« social shaping of the use of genetic knowledge

« complexities of genes-environment-development

« social implications of ecological restoration

« collaborative generation of environmental knowledge and inquiry

 heterogeneity in biosocial development

 teaching and public engagement beyond disciplinary boundaries

« collaborative production of knowledge: health, environment, and
publics (Portugal)

* troubled by heterogeneity? (Portugal)

« scaffolding social and scientific change



CPR
T spaces”

academic
work

activism &
public
engagement

* Connecting, Probing, Reflecting



CPR spaces

emphasizing the value of
discussion, reflection & clarifying
one's identity and affinities
with academic and action/engagement dimensions
kept in view



Re-engagement

Revelation

Risk

Rerect




interested
in adoption
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/situation
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How can we reduce our
vulnerability to staying too
long with our chosen path of
research?



How can we reduce our
vulnerability to staying too
long with our chosen path of
research?

No grand claim, but 5
contributions:
1 negative; 4 positive
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“If | had stayed longer in the
area, | may have connected
with a range of change agents”



How can we reduce our
vulnerability to leaving a path
of research too quickly?
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TAKING YOURSELF SERIOUSLY

Processes of Research and Engagement

Peter J. Taylor and Jeremy Szteiter




collaborative explorations

http://collabex.wikispaces.com

Like Project-Based Learning (PBL):
participants shape their own directions of
iInquiry
on open-ended cases,
stimulated by interactions in a small group



practitioner’s portfolio

= teaching as integral to scholarship
+ documentation of development as a teacher

e.g., 2001:

. Wide Scope of My Teaching and its Active, Ongoing Development

The Philosophy of Teaching Critical Thinking | Brought to UMB

Teaching Critical Thinking about Science in its Social Context

. Leading Students from Critical Thinking to Taking Initiative

Learning from Difficult Courses in a Thoughtful, Respectful, and Professional Manner
Learning from Educators beyond CCT

. Promoting Collegial Interaction Around Innovation in Teaching

@MmMoO®»

http://bit.ly/PJTteach




Activity

Qualitative Research
Subjects: Experienced academics
Area: Making sense of the ways their teaching
developed over the course of their career

Design interview questions
(think->pair->share)



refractive practice

Plus-Delta feedback:

On a strip of paper or http://bit.ly/PlusDelta, note:

+) one thing you appreciated from the presentation &
A) one thing that needs to be developed further (by the
speaker or by you)
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