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Mission Statement: This site will have lesson plans and a social action agenda for Middle and High School Social Studies and History teachers.  Digital technology, investigative journalism, critical analysis of the past and a determination to change the present will be emphasized.  Using principles of non-violent passive resistance developed by Henry David Thoreau, Gandhi, and MLK, the site will use digital cameras to expose any social, political, economical or environmental abuses to the health, welfare and safety of Humanity.  The exposing of the truth through past documents and the creating of new ones, the education of the masses and changing the Status Quo through non-violent agitation will benefit the mental and physical quality of life of humans, which are the ultimate goals.  The institutions that hold power in this world will not cede power unless a significant portion of the population takes action against their abuses towards Humanity.  The site coordinator can post any lesson plans that will promote the interests of this site.  This site hopes to dramatically alter society’s perception of right and wrong by giving students the knowledge and tools to overcome indifference.  Technology can be used in a peaceful manner to change society.  

Three Components to the site:

· Education: Lesson Plans

· Action: Document Abuses & Advocate Changing the Status Quo

· Links: Information and How to Improve Humanity

1. Lesson Plans: The past should be looked at in a more critical manner especially when humanity has been abused.  The first lesson plan will be a look into what passive resistance means and how it can be applied to today’s society.  History isn’t about rote memorization.  We need to become Social Scientists to advance the living standard of all humans.  The idea that everyone should be able to live a life free from oppression to improve society is a workable goal.  This site is concerned with improving the living standards of all humans.  The WWW and globalization are bringing us closer together but not all on the same playing field.  The lessons should connect struggles in our past with on going problems and how to use that knowledge to advance our living standard.  Teachers will be able to download lesson plans and post ones that are relevant through the site coordinator.  The students will map out a course of action on how their digital cameras could be used in the most effective way to examine the subject of their lesson.

2. Action: Digital cameras will be used as an investigative journalism tool to find the truth behind the abuses towards Humanity.  Often the news media has so many people influencing it that it becomes diluted and indifferent to society’s ills.  Through journals, diaries, interviews and coverage of mass movements politicians and the general public will learn how the world can change for the better.  It is not good enough just to report the ills of society.  Action must be taken in the form of passive resistance.  Non-violent agitation is a tough concept for many people in our society.  Violence is pervasive.  The lesson plans need to be followed up with some form of action that can instill a moral conscience into the students.  Visuals and active participation to improve Society will give them the ability to express empathy towards others that are struggling under oppressive conditions.

3. Links: This site will have links to sites that set the moral compass for improving the lives of everyone on the Earth.  The sites can be political, social, economical or environmental.  Students will learn how to clip and download images and information to their electronic notebook that can be used as a basis for their investigative pieces of journalism.  They also will be expected to take their digital camera documents and share that information with other sites that are relevant.                                                         

www.amnestyinternational.com-This site has a worldwide perspective on improving human rights.  Great for World History classes to connect today’s events in any spot on the Earth with the past.

www.projectcensored.org-This site takes a look at what the biggest media outlets tend to ignore.  Students can examine the reasons why some stories are suppressed. 

www.facinghistory.org –This site examines racism and the collective violence that results from hatred.  Through education society will be able to make the moral choices to stop racism.  This site does a great job in explaining the role indifference often plays in keeping a violent racist society.  It also shows that sometimes the effort of one person can change the way we treat each other.

www.discovery.edu –This site has many lesson plans that can be used as a starting point for a project on racism.

       www.savebigems.org/artic –This environmental site aims to save pristine areas of the world from development by engaging politicians in debate.  Corporations have lobbyists trying to change the political landscape to open up development.  The public has this site. 

       http://www.cbu.edu/gandhi –covers Gandhi’s life and on going education into passive resistance.

Further Development:

     The sit coordinator would like some input into lesson plans on these subjects or any others that will improve the living standard of the Human race.

1) Jim Crow Laws-What happened between Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Topeka Board of Education?  How does this relate to police profiling in Cincinnati and NYC?

2) Explore the history of slavery in the USA.  The slave trade is still thriving in many parts of the world.  Children are often the easiest targets.  What action could change this outrage to humanity?

3) The internment of Japanese Americans during WWII goes against the grain of our Constitution.  Are there other example of rights being taken away by our government?

4) Compare the Philippine Insurrection with the Vietnam War.  Often civilians were killed in the pursuit of victory.  Were these treated as war crimes?

Lesson Plan#1: The History of Passive Resistance and How It Was Used to Stop Oppression

Learning objective: Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of passive resistance including its history.  They will apply it to a social ill that is presently hampering the progress of society.  They will understand that eliminating oppression will change the Status Quo.  Institutions that hold power often use oppression as a tool to maintain status.  Methods of oppression and the non-violent agitation that was used to counter it are the main themes.  Students will have a firm grasp on the concept that violence isn’t the only way to change society.

Intro: After briefly explaining about whom Henry David Thoreau is the class will read from his “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience”.  The class should have previous knowledge of the abolitionist movement and the USA’s imperialistic attitude towards Mexico.  His refusal to pay his poll tax landed him in jail.  In a non-violent manner he was expressing the idea that the government shouldn’t be supported if it is dealing in morally corrupt actions.  HDT quote, “Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a prison.”  There could be some confusion about how someone who has a moral conscience could be sent to jail.  Have the class dissect the quote and think about things that they would be willing to go to jail for.  This sets the stage for exploring Gandhi.

Discuss if an individual who expresses a moral conscience through non-violent action can change society?

Is there any example that the class can think of in the recent past?  

Gandhi: Briefly explain the campaigns that were taken up in South Africa and India.  Pull clips from the movie Gandhi that illustrates his commitment to passive resistance and the results of those actions. Read from Mohandas Gandhi’s autobiography, “The Story of My Experiments with Truth”.   Students may be surprised that he also was persecuted and put in jail for having a moral conscience.  India did gain Independence, but South Africa would have to wait another forty years to end its war on humanity.

Discuss:  Is it possible that this method could be used in our own country to bring about the kind of massive changes in India that Gandhi accomplished?  Are there any groups in society that are being oppressed?  What does the Status Quo stand to lose by ending oppression?

MLK: Read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and watch film clips of Bull Conner’s sheriffs blasting Civil Rights marchers with fire hoses and clubs. MLK quote, “The arc of a moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice.”  Cap it with his “I have a dream” speech.  Discuss what kind of laws resulted in this non-violent agitation.

Discuss: The similarities of purpose, execution of ideas and outcomes run a course through these three men.  What types of actions were taken by the institutions that were in power to stop these men from achieving their goals?  Are there example today of the government using the same techniques?

Students should form groups and the teacher will give each group a newspaper.  Find any incidents of oppression in your own community.  Use the class digital camera and the Internet to investigate it further.  Find out what types of actions can change this abuse to society.  The newspaper will report the news but will not take action to improve the living standard of society.  The Harvard students protesting for a living wage for employees of the University is a great example of the lesson just learned.  Spreadsheets could be used to compare the economic data on what constitutes a living wage.  Contacts could be made through the internet to gain access for interviews with Harvard, the students and the employees that have to live on $13,000 a year.  This information will be downloaded to the site as a document of the progress of humanity.

Links to sites with similar interests:

http://www.igc.apc.org/wfp –Witness for Peace is a non-profit group that aims to end poverty and oppression in South America and the Caribbean.

http://www.womenforwomen.org/ -International non-profit group that assists women suffering under war, poverty and oppression.

http://www.iacenter.org/chomsky.htm –Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn and other great thinkers of our time provide info and action against racism, militarism, poverty and oppression.

http://www.promethea.org/argus –This site collects links to other sites that are trying to fight political oppression.  A great site to use as a tree to branch out into other similar sites.

End Note:

     I have not taught in a classroom yet and would appreciate any thoughts about whether this could be used in a Middle or High School environment.  I’ve had some people that thought it was a great idea to get the students involved with making society a better place to live and I have heard complaints that it has a Left Wing agenda and shouldn’t be used in a classroom.  I would argue that it isn’t based on any political association but on the premise that we are all part of the same race and should be looking out for our survival.  This site aims to use technology for the improvement of society.  It enables students to look beyond the walls of the classroom to how we treat the earth and each other.  It turns the static classroom into one poised for action.

