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Science, Technology, and Public Policy
PPol 749/CCT 649, Fall 2005

RUBRICS

(The detail and explicitness of these rubrics is required by College of Ed. for cross-listed section, CCT649)

Overall course grade.  Recognizing that work and other obligations sometimes get in the way of graduate course work, you are not expected to complete all of the assignments and participation items. The grading system is designed to allow you to achieve a grade of  B+ by completing 80% (8 out of 10) of the written assignments and 80% (16 out of 20) of the participation items.  Instead of gaining a higher grade for completing more assignments, a check-list of 12 items is used in an assessment of the overall quality of your work.  My goal is to work with everyone to achieve the B+ "80% completed well" level.  Students who progress steadily towards this target during the semester usually end up producing work of quality that earns an A- or A.

Count writing assignments OK/RNR (=OK/ Reflection-revision--resubmission Not Requested) and presentations up to a maximum of 8.  Count participation items up to a maximum of 16.  If you reach the maximum for both, you get 80 overall course points (= automatic B+) and the rubric below is used to add further points.  If you don't reach the maximum for both, your overall course points = (writing assignments x 20 + participation items x 5)/3.

For each quality "fulfilled very well" you get 3 points or 1.5 point if you "did an OK job, but there was room for more development/attention."  You get 0 points if "to be honest, this still needs serious attention."

(Note: Although the instructor has the final say on this quality assessment, students are asked to submit their own self-assessment using this rubric and the instructor discusses the different undertsandings if there is a significant discrepancy.)

Written work

1. A sequence of assignments paced more or less as in syllabus

2. Assignments often revised thoroughly and with new thinking in response to comments

3.  Project innovative

4.  Project well planned and carried out with considerable initiative

5.  Project indicates that you can guide others to think critically about the interactions between political and scientific change

6.  Project report clear and well structured

7.  Project report professionally presented, including supporting references and detail

8.  Active, prepared participation in all classes

9. Well –organized leading or assisting in leading the discussion for 2 classes

Total points are converted to letter grades as follows: The minimum grade for A is 95points, for A- is 87.5, for B+ is 80, for B is 72.5; for B- is 65; for C+ is 57.5; and for C is 50 points.

(Note: In theory it is possible for a student to earn 107  points, but this is still awarded an A.)
Written assignments
In addition to the specific rubric for each assignment, the following General Expectations apply:

Two copies of all papers must be turned in during class typed on standard 8.5" x 11" paper, using at least 1" margins, a standard 10- or 12-point font such as Times or Helvetica, and (preferably) one and half line spacing.  Do not submit work by email unless specifically arranged with the instructor.

The student's name, course number, assignment number, and date of writing or revising must appear on the first page at the top right. Subsequent pages must contain the student's name and the page number.  Do not use a cover page.

Proofread your work for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and coherence of paragraphs.  (Each paragraph should have one clear topic that is supported and/or developed by what is in it.)  If writing is difficult for you, arrange assistance from a fellow student, the Graduate writing center (287-5708) or a professional editor -- do not expect the instructor to be your writing teacher.

Recommended: - as a guide to writing and revising: Elbow, Writing with Power (on reserve); Daniel, et al. Take Charge of Your Writing; Kanar, "Improving your paragraph skills"; Conlin, "The basics of writing" (on electronic reserve at http://docutek.lib.umb.edu/ (path: Electronic reserves and Course Materials | select crcrth698, enter password provided by instructor)

- as a guide on technical matters of writing scholarly papers: Turabian, A Manual For Writers 

RUBRICS for SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS -- Use these as a check-list after you have digested the guidelines given in the previous section.

Written assignments

A.  Project (5 assignments)

i. initial description.  OK/RNR = Overview conveys 1. subject, 2. audience, and 3. your reason for working on this project; 4. Subject relates to the critical thinking about developments in the life sciences in their social context; 5. One-two prose paragraphs (not bullets)
ii. notes on research and planning  OK/RNR = 1. notes on your reading and your thinking organized to elicit comments; 2. show that you are finding out what others have been doing in your area of interest; 3. full citations recorded for your sources, including WWW sources; 4. Updated overview; 5. Outline and/or annotated bibliography of readings done or planned
iii. work-in-progress presentation OK = 1.  13-15 minutes incl. 3-5 minutes of Q&A; 2. conveys the important features of work you have already done; 3.  indicates where additional investigation or advice are needed and where you think that might lead you
iv. complete draft.  OK/RNR = 1. gets to the end, even if some sections along the way are only sketches; 2. not directed to the instructor, but conceived as something helpful to your fellow students and colleagues; 3. Grab readers' attention, Orient them, and move through Steps so that they appreciate the Position you have led them to and how it matches the subject of your project
v. final report.  OK/RNR = 1. 1500-2500 words; 2. bibliography of references cited; 3. revised in response to comments from instructor and peers on complete draft; 4. time allowed for the additional investigation and thinking that comments may entail. (Note that final report also enters overall course grade rubric (see below).
B1.  PBL briefing presented in class and handouts (2 assignments)

Oral presentation.  OK = 1.  10 minutes incl. 3-5 minutes of Q&A; 2. conveys the important features of work you have done in relation to the PBL case; 3. indicates where additional investigation or advice are needed and where you think that might lead you.

Handouts.  OK = items 2 & 3 above.

B2. Two- page reflections (450+ words) on the readings for the week (3 assigned).

OK/RNR = 1. 450 words; 2. the course material—readings, themes—woven into your own thinking; 3. sources or support provided for views presented; 4. written as if the audience were fellow students and colleagues, not only the instructor

Participation items

C.  Prepared participation and attendance at class meetings (14 items).  One item fulfilled for each class attended except NOT if you arrive late and have been more than 10 minutes late once or more before or if you are clearly unprepared/un-participating and have been so once before.

D. Leading or assisting in leading the discussion for 2 classes (2 items).  One item fulfilled for preparing to lead and leading one week’s discussion; the other item for leading or assisting during another week.

E.  In-office or phone conferences (2 items).  One item fulfilled for each of two conferences on your assignments and project, one by week 6 and the other between then and week 10, except appointments missed without notifying me in advance count as a participation item not fulfilled.

F. E-clippings.  One item fulfilled is 3 items submitted by week 10 to www.yahoogroups.com/group/ppol749clips

G.  Peer commentaries.  One item fulfilled for commentary on another student's draft report with copy submitted to PT.

SUMMARY OF OBJECTIVES in relation to the COMMITMENTS, UNDERSTANDINGS, AND PRACTICES of THOUGHTFUL AND RESPONSIVE EDUCATORS. 

For more detail see the syllabus section on Requirements, Rubrics (above), and Notes on Teaching/Learning Interactions.  

	
	Objectives directly assessed
	Objectives not directly assessed, but promoted through class activities and the instructor's modeling and mentoring

	Commitments
	
	

	Ethical behavior
	
	Individualized attention given through Dialogue around written work and Conferences

	Lifelong learning
	PBL assignments, Clippings, Consistent work outside class
	

	Dedication
	
	

	Modeling & mentoring
	Participation in building Learning Community, Providing supporting references as help to readers
	Stages of development for course project, Dialogue around written work, Conferences

	Understandings
	
	

	Content
	Project, PBL project, Reflection papers
	Class discussions

	Pedagogy
	Project, PBL project, 
	Class discussions

	Assessment
	
	Stages of development for course project, Dialogue around written work, Assignment Check-list, Rationale for the Assessment system, Taking stock at end of semester

	Technology
	Work-in-progress presentations, Notes on research and planning, Participation in building on-line component of Learning Community, E-Clippings
	Class activities

	Practices
	
	

	Caring
	Participation in building Learning Community
	Conferences

	Collaboration
	PBL unit, Peer Feedback on Work-in-progress presentations, Prepared participation and attendance, Peer commentary on drafts, Participation in building Learning Community
	Group work in Class activities

	Reflection
	Reflection papers, Revision and resubmission (as part of Dialogue around written work)
	Guided freewriting, Taking stock at end of semester

	Social Justice
	Reflection papers on course themes about democratic governance of science
	


