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Processes of Research & Engagement, CCT698/692 Course evaluation
Part Il

Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course. (You might build
on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make comments both to help me develop the
course in the future and to enable some third party appreciate the course’s strengths and
weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may not be willing to wade through all the notes on the other
side, but is willing to do more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might
comment on the overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement,
and the in-class activities.

In this course, several unique aspects helped the entire process to be more productive. First, the interaction
- within the class both helped me to clarify goals through my explanations to others as well as theirs to me. Also, | found
that each phase of research and engagement provided enough general tools to be applicable to my own research while at
the same time being targeted enough to help me to move forward. This course also provides a very unique experience in
the way that not only research methodologies are experienced but also in the way that my own thoughts, motivations, and
understandings influence me to approach my research and understand why | am inclined to take certain actions {or not) in
my research that will ultimately help me.

An unexpected insight from the overall course is that some of my personal inclinations toward research might
not always be helpful, so | am more aware that types of engagement in research might be needed in different situations to
address different needs. This might also mean that it would be wise for me to realize that some types in research
engagement might be uncomfortable for me, so being aware of that helps me to prepare for those situations more
effectively. Suggestions for improving the course include an additional element of in-class interactions in which we discuss
as a group what concepts from the phase, assignments, or other activities are clear in purpose and which are not. This
might help all in the class, in person, to establish what areas might be ambiguous and be able to establish interpretations
of the phases that both meet PT’s intentions and become as useful and meaningful as possible to the students.
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Processes of Research & Engagement, CCT698/692 Course

evaluation
Part Il

Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course. (You
might build on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make comments
both to help me develop the course in the future and to enable some third party
appreciate the course’s strengths and weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may not be
willing to wade through all the notes on the other side, but is willing to do more than look
at numerical averages.) Among other things you might comment on the overall content
and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement, and the in-class
activities.

There are three primary components of this course that | most valued and which worked
well for me. First, | think the way in which the course is set out is excellent. The process
is clear, there are many opportunities for flexibility and exploration, and the results seem
to be generally good for people working through the tools and exercises. For me, the
process allowed me to try some new tools and to make choices about what | would put
to use right away or what | would save for future challenges. | found the process to
represent a comprehensive “guide” towards true engagement with my topic and my
thinking skills, and | enjoyed (though I did not always take advantage of...) the discipline
that the process sought to impose on my occasionally undisciplined approach.

Secondly, | have a great respect for the manner in which the instructor offers thoughtful,
insightful and effective feedback on work that is handed in. As a teacher, | find this to be
the most educationally rigorous method of feedback, where the message is something
like “done is not necessarily complete — there is more, different or better here! Take
another look!” There is a deep respect in this sort of instructor/student learning
relationship and | both appreciate it and would like to emulate it.

Lastly, | always enjoy the interactions with my classmates. In this course, | think the
process and syllabus enhanced the opportunities to really learn from one another. As
the course neared the end, | felt | was watching peoples’ thoughts come into focus, and
this was both exciting and gratifying. | valued this part of the class, and looked forward
to coming every week as a result.



Processes of Research & Engagement, CCT698/692 Course evaluation
Part Il

Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course. (You might build
on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make comments both to help me develop the
course in the future and to enable some third party appreciate the course’s strengths and
weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may not be willing to wade through all the notes on the other
side, but is willing to do more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might
comment on the overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement,
and the in-class activities.

It is important as a student to be engaged with the course topic and professor. Fortunately for me and other students in
this class, the high level of learning that takes place is due to student focused, participatory methodology. It is quite easy to
deliver a lecture, teaches talks students write. Learning becomes more meaningful and deliberate when the teacher works
as hard as the student and in P.Taylor’s class you will gain more than you would imagine. The content of the course is
presented with ease and professionalism. P. Taylor is highly approachable and is passionate about his work. He is an
active learner along side his students. The CCT program and especially this course have given me a set of sophisticated
tools for personal and professional growth and development.
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Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course.
(You might build on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make
comments both to help me develop the course in the future and to enable some third
party appreciate the course’s strengths and weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may
not be willing to wade through all the notes on the other side, but is willing to do
more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might comment on the
overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement, and
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evaluation
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Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course.
(You might build on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make
comments both to help me develop the course in the future and to enable some third
party appreciate the course’s strengths and weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may
not be willing to-wade through all the notes on the other side, but is willing to do
more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might comment on the
overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement, and
the in-class activities.
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Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course.
(You might build on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make
comments both to help me develop the course in the future and to enable some third
party appreciate the course’s strengths and weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may
not be willing to wade through all the notes on the other side, but is willing to do
more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might comment on the
overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement, and
the in-class activities. ks
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Write out neatly a synthetic statement (1 or 2 paragraphs) evaluating this course.
(You might build on/build in your comments from the other side.) Please make
comments both to help me develop the course in the future and to enable some third
party appreciate the course’s strengths and weaknesses. (Imagine a reader who may
not be willing to wade through all the notes on the other side, but is willing to do
more than look at numerical averages.) Among other things you might comment on the
overall content and progression of classes, the phases of research & engagement, and
the in-class activities.
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Processes of Research & Engagement, CCT698/692 Course
evaluation
Part | -- The primary goal of here is to make notes as prep. for Part Il, a synthetic

statement. Nevertheless, try to be legible because some reviewers might read these as well.

1. Start with a self-evaluation: Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded

differently if you were doing this course again? What have been your major personal obstacles to learning

more from this course? ‘ r
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WERE To TAKE IT AGADN L MIGHT # CHOOSE A PEFFERENST ToRIL,

MosT oF M) BEGGesT OBSITCLES INVOLVED ATTORENG MYSELE
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What have you learned about making a workshop format class stimulating and productive? What would your
advice be to prospective students about how to get the most from a course like this?
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2. General evaluation: How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to
doing the course change through the semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was
special about this course (+positive & -negative)? How does it compare with other courses? What would be
your overall recommendation to prospective students?
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3. Re-read the course description (from the syllabus). Comment on how well the goals
expressed there were met and make general and specific suggestions about how these could
be better met.

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it,
advocate a change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of
research and engaging others on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings and
plans for further work. If you are a CCT student, you should integrate perspectives from your previous CCT courses
and will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—your synthesis project.

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research,
communicating, and developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models
for guiding your own students or supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.

T woulD SAY THAT THE CouREE DEscRrPrron) AcCORATELY REFLECTS
THE CoUREE PRoCEEDURES AND Gr0ALS.
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Processes of Research & Engagement, CCT698/692 Course
evaluation
Part | -- The primary goal of here is to make notes as prep. for Part Il, a synthetic

statement. Nevertheless, try to be legible because some reviewers might read these as well.

1.

Start with a self-evaluation: Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded

differently if you were doing this course again? What have been your major personal obstacles to learning

more from this course?
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advice be to prospective students about how to get the most from a course like this?
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2.

General evaluation: How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to

doing the course change through the semester? How do you think the course could be improved? 'What was
special about this course (+positive & -negative)? How does it compare with other courses? What would be
your overall recommendation to prospective students?
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3.

Re-read the course’ d scription (from the syllabus). Comment on how well the goals

expressed there were met and make general and specific suggestions about how these could

be

better met.

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it,
advocate a change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of

rese
plan
and
The
com

arch and engaging others on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings and
s for further work. If you are a CCT student, you should integrate perspectives from your previous CCT courses
will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—your synthesis project.

classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research,

municating, and developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models

for guiding your own students or supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.
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Part | -- The primary goal of here is to make notes as prep. for Part I, a synthetic

statement. Nevertheless, try to be legible because some reviewers might read these as well.

1. Start with a self-evaluation: Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded
differently if you were doing this course again? What have been your major personal gbstacles t
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What have you learned about making a workshop format class stimulating and productive? What would your
advice be to prospective students about how to get the most from a course lik%
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2. General evaluation: How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to
doing the course change through the semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was
special about this course (+positive & -negative)? How does it compare with other courses? What would be

your o)verall recommendation to pros;‘)ective studepts? O Covree M VLD

3. Re-read the course description (from the syllabus). Comment on how well the goals
expressed there were met and make general and specific suggestions about how these could
be better met.

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it,
advocate a change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of
research and engaging others on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings and
plans for further work. If you are a CCT student, you should integrate perspectives’ from your previous CCT courses
and will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—your synthesis project.

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research,
communicating, and developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models
for guiding your own students or supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.
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2. General evaluation: How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to
doing the course change through the semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was
special about this course (+positive & -negative)? How does it compare with other courses? What would be
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3. Re-read the course description (from the syllaBus). Comment on how well the goals ve2sewtla,
expressed there were met and make general and specific suggestions about how these coulge t . p b
be better met.

in this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it,

advocate a change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of

research and engaging others on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings and

plans for further work. If you are a CCT student, you should integrate perspectives from your previous CCT courses

and will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—your synthesis project.

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research,

communicating, and developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models

for guiding your own students or supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.
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Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded differently if you were doing this course again?
What have been your major personal obstacles to learning more from this course?

1. | achieved several personal goals which include learning about building faculty learning communities, and developing an
initial framework supported by expert experience and research,

2. 1 would initiate more out of class discussion with peers via email and/or phone

I would reserve more than the mandatory 2 meetings with Peter. | would say 5 would have been ideal for me.

3. My personal obstacles to learning more from this course is a work/teaching responsibility

What have you learned about making a workshop format class stimulating and productive? What would your advice be to
prospective students about how to get the most from a course like this?

1. Certainly being an active participant in the course is stimulating, productive, and most importantly makes learning
meaningful. The syllabus is highly detailed and includes all of the things a student needs. It is very helpful to me to have
everything distributed on the first day of class. Another important feature for me is the inclusion of giving and receiving
feedback from peers throughout the process. Elbow’s book is an excellent resource and one that | will always have on my
bookshelf.

2. Organize yourself the first week of class: notebooks, folders, put all the syllabus papers in order, and most importantly
read the entire syllabus to see where you will be going and to develop a relationship early with the course. It is also
important to have a designating place in your home where you can leave your papers, books, computer, etc. where they
will be untouched. Attend the library session with the research librarian and utilize library resources. Librarians are very
helpful and can save you time.

How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to doing the course change through the
semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was special about this course (+positive & -negative)?
How does it compare with other courses? What would be your overall recommendation to prospective students?

1. This course is no exception in the CCT program. The professor, course materials and teaching methodology lend
to learning at a high level.

2. Consider electronic submission of work

3. A paper copy of a final paper include din the syllabus

4. ltdoes not compare with course | have taken outside of the CCT program. This course allowed me to find a voice,
revise with pleasure, and enjoy each phase of the course.

3

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it, advocate a
change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of research and engaging others
on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings and plans for further work. if you are a CCT
student, you should integrate perspectives from your previous CCT courses and will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—
your synthesis project.

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research, communicating, and
developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models for guiding your own students or
supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.
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Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded differently if you were doing this
course again? What have been your major personal obstacles to learning more from this course?

I have met one personal goal of advancing in a key area of my life and work. Sadly for me, | did not
engage as fully as | could have in all the tools of the course. Consequently, my work, while worthwhile, is
not as fleshed out as it could.bipve been. My major obstacle in this course was that it came for me at a
time when | could not apply myself fully to the task. | have gotten a great deal from PT’s feedback on
assignments in the past, but my own difficulties kept me from taking full advantage.

What have you learned about making a workshop format class stimulating and productive? What would
your advice be to prospective students about how to get the most from a course like this?

Recognizing from the outset that the process here is more important than the benchmarks is very
important. That said, a student is missing the boat if he/she does not attempt to meet the majority of
benchmarks. Without doing so, there is little opportunity for feedback and reflection, and these are the
key elements of the class.

How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to doing the course
change through the semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was special
about this course (+positive & -negative)? How does it compare with other courses? What would be your
overall recommendation to prospective students?

BEE
In terms of preparing for large research tasks and/or understanding how best to pull together unwieldy
topics, this course is an invaluable resource. In that regard it met my expectations completely. | say this
recognizing that | did not do the best job possible of engaging to maximum benefit. Still, | do imagine
many opportunities moving forward where | will have the chance (or need) to go back through some
number of the steps of engagement. | look forward to that in completing this program, but more so in
seeking to test, clarify and evolve my thinking in professional and personal ways.

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concemns you—you want to know more about it,
advocate a change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of
research and engaging others on that issue—from envisioning a manageable project to communicating your findings
and plans for further work. If you are a CCT student, you should integrate perspectives from your previous CCT
courses and will end up well prepared for—or well underway in—your synthesis project.

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research,
communicating, and developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide
models for guiding your own students or supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.
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Did you achieve your personal goals? How would you have proceeded differently if you were doing this course again?
What have been your major personal obstacles to learning more from this course?

Yes, my core personal goal was to find a starting point for myself in my interest of the relationship between theater arts,
adult education, and social change. In proceeding differently through the course, | would have spent more time reviewing
past work from CCT, especially journal entries, in order to more clearly reveal to myself the areas of importance and
motivation that | have found through the program so far. Major obstacles have been to address “too much” information_at
times and start to settle on finding emerging meaning from the sources rather than find more and more evidence that
related to my topic or additional ideas and examples. | found that | was able to find a balance between finding a lot of
information and allowing myself to be satisfied that | had found enough to continue.

What have you learned about making a workshop format class stimulating and productive? What would your advice be to
prospective students about how to get the most from a course like this?

I might suggest that students make an earlier attempt to share questions and feedback about the course with each other
and at least try to collectively attempt to make meaning of the assignments and flow of the course. One way to get the
most out of the course is to try to take very small actions toward final goals and projects rather than thinking of each
assignment as a monolithic element of the course. Instead, | found it helpful to think of each assignment as a set of very
brief questions to be answered, and then | felt more comfortable addressing a few at a time. An assignment was often just
a compilation of those answers placed into a more cohesive and readable form.

How did the course meet or not meet your expectations? How did your attitude to doing the course change through the
semester? How do you think the course could be improved? What was special about this course (+positive & -negative)?
How does it compare with other courses? What would be your overall recommendation to prospective students?

The course met my expectations because | had the structure necessary to move me forward, and yet this structure always
allowed me to address my particular needs at a particular point in time. My attitude changed in the sense that | saw the
course as less of an element of the entire CCT process and more of a new way to address my topic that is both alternative
and complementary to the other ways that CCT provides to me through other coursework. Special items about the course
are that it encouraged me to actually do more work than necessary to satisfy the requirements, so my accomplishments
from the course turn out to go beyond the coursework; also, the course in some ways forced me to figure out what |
needed to be doing, so | felt that some time spent doing this was necessary, but in other ways, some time spent doing this
might have been unnecessary because | was trying to figure out how to make the syllabus clear to myself rather than
focusing on ideas and concepts.

In this course you identify a current social or educational issue that concerns you—you want to know more about it, advocate a
change, design a curriculum unit or a workshop, and so on. You work through the different phases of research and engaging others

The classes run as workshops, in which you are introduced to and then practice using tools for research, communicating, and
developing as a reflective practitioner. The class activities and course as a whole provide models for guiding your own students or
supervisees in systematically addressing issues that concern them.



