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	After much soul searching and changing of idea’s, I have set a goal for using technology in the classroom.  I have decided that the primary focus of using technology should be to level the playing field for all members of the classroom.  In English composition the word processor has helped people write, who may have had poor spelling and grammar skills.  The calculator has helped slower and less accurate math students keep up with faster students.  In history there is no magic bullet that can keep students at relative parity to one another.  But I do feel that with some imagination and creativity the computer and other technological aids can, in an indirect way, bring some parity to a history classroom.


	I feel that one of the reasons it is so difficult to find decent history web sites or lesson plans is that the American history, or Western civilization curriculum by its very nature, is too broad.  Some people claim that it becomes too focused on the events and lives of a few powerful white males.  I’ll argue that most curriculum does not even do that well.  Most of us who develop an interest in history do so because we became interested in the details of the lives and times of the historical recordings.  An American history text tells the Student that Lee surrendered to Grant but it does little in telling how or why these two individuals got there.  Historians constantly challenge one another on the how and why of events.   One of the tenants of multicultural education is to talk back and question authority.  Modern curriculum constraints make this difficult. Students are required to learn hundreds of dates and events.  A  teacher has little time or opportunity to cover the interesting people and the details of the time in which they lived.  Time and curriculum constraints can turn a subject that is predominately social and conceptual, and turn it into a concrete format that is not open to alternative interpretations.    


		However, I do feel that if History is blended in some other curriculum, especially Art and Music of the period, students could gain greater insight in a time-effective manner.  This could also have the added benefit of tapping into the varied skill sets of the students.  Because this cross-curriculum assignment would require various student abilities, this approach would lend itself more easily to heterogeneous groupwork.  Throughout the school year I would assign a Powerpoint presentation that would require music and pictures of artwork from the period that was either described or was influenced by the events or times they choose to write about.  Students would also be asked why they felt that their choice of music or art effectively represents the feelings of the people living during those particular historical times.  Hopefully through their examinations they will become engaged in a deeper thought process beyond the memorization of dates and events.   I believe that through art and music the students could also develop a greater appreciation for History.


		                Considering Guidelines and Curriculum Frameworks  


		Even if  a teacher was comfortable just teaching dates and events,  the State curriculum frameworks require stranding with other subjects.  Although I was not able to acquire a Frameworks for History or Social Science Curriculum.  I was able to obtain a Massachusetts Arts Curriculum Framework.  Among the guiding principals located within the Overview it states, “II. An effective arts curriculum promotes knowledge and understanding of the historical and cultural contexts of the arts.  V.  An effective arts curriculum provides opportunities for students to make connections among the arts, with other disciplines within the core curriculum...”  The state curriculum for the arts in its Assessment Criteria suggests that students should be assessed on their use of  “appropriate vocabulary and related to methods and materials...”  This assessment suggestion is provided immediately after a list of what the curriculum writers see as Key Terms in Visual Arts.  An appendix at the back of the Arts curriculum has a section titled Arts in World and United States History.  This section is borrowed from the Core Knowledge Section of the Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework (something I could not obtain).  This history appendix was chock full of dates, events, places and people.  It was deficient at presenting the themes and concepts that connected these great works of arts and artists to the history of the day.  It is difficult to decipher what the state’s curriculum framework’s intended goals are with such statements as, “the full range of topics is presented here so that teachers throughout the grades may recognize their own and each others distinct, interdependent responsibilities in introducing their students to the collective memory of educated people.”  I believe that the state wants students to know both the facts and to develop a greater understanding of historical concepts. It definitely feels that stranding music and art into history is one way to achieve higher ordered learning.


                                        Assignment Details


           		I would split the class into groups ranging from four to six people depending on class size.  I would provide something like 5 to 8 concepts that are presented throughout the course of history being explored, i.e., American independence, manifest destiny, civil rights, etc.  I would arbitrarily assign a different concept to each group.  I would ask the groups to explore the different prevailing themes and theories that led to Abolitionism, for example.  They could go to the web and read newspaper accounts from the North and South of the specific time period.  They could listen to songs such as the Battle Hymn of the Republic or Dixie.  They would then be assigned to prepare a Powerpoint presentation on a theme or themes that they felt led to the embracing of this concept.  Students would be assigned different aspects.  One student could be in charge of finding appropriate artwork and another could be charged with finding appropriate music.  The specific student displaying an interest in history could be in charge of compiling various historical information.  A technically proficient student could compose the Powerpoint presentation.  (1)  Groupwork theoreticians also recommend a student facilitator and harmonizer.   Following a formal presentation the teacher and other class members would challenge the presenting group’s assertions.  A good knowledge of the facts would certainly bolster these challenges.  Hopefully this process would inspire students with a desire to learn the facts.


		One might ask where students could obtain the art material and music to weave into the Powerpoint presentation.  Unlike the broader school history curriculums, web searches for more narrowly focused subjects of art. history and music history yields many good web sites.  It would appear that more people have developed a greater appreciation for music and art and therefore are more interested in their respective histories.  For art history a great page to start out is Art History resources on the web.  Chris Witcombe, Professor, Art History, Sweat Briar College, Virginia.  He has assembled chronological links to massive amount of material and artwork on the web.  Witcombe has also assembled an excellent Research Resource section to his web site.  The links in this section includes ArtLex, an electronic art terms dictionary that defines 3100 terms used in visual culture.  Another link is the Internet History Source Book Project, a general History web page that is better than most.  Music web pages include The Internet Public Library which has scholarly explanations for various musical works from the Middle Ages to the present as well as Real Audio files for actual music.  Another great musical history site is Manfred Helfert’s Folk History of America 2/.  Manfred’s site is connected to a WebRing of similar Folk musical websites.  Visitors to the web site are encouraged to contribute to the ring with their own content.  I have not found out yet if the music files that exist on these sites are open to the public domain.


	                       Philosophy and Theories


	 The philosophical and theoretical goals of this assignment are to engineer a way for students to understand History’s abstract concepts.  I believe that history is social by its nature.  History is a collection of memories and data that tell the stories of our past.  Throughout these stories countless themes exist.   I believe that when these themes are explored, a greater understanding for historical concepts takes place.  But just as any story is open to interpretation, so to is any historical theme.   When students embrace a theme they are embracing a story that makes a connection to them and their beliefs.  When they embrace a theme they become compelled to develop an opinion.  They will become inspired to support that opinion by memorizing facts to support it.  I view the facts in history, such as names, dates, and places, as historical data.  The facts are mostly irrefutable.  Historical concepts are open to interpretation but people’s definition of the concepts of egalitarianism and communism are fairly close.  I believe it is the themes that run throughout history that lend themselves most to arguments and differing interpretations.  Certainly a Communist historian and a Capitalist historian would argue over how and why Communism took place and would therefore explore differing historical themes and events that led to the concept of Communism.  My group assignment would take advantage of the disputes and discrepancies that exist when exploring historical themes.


	                                      Student Assessment


	Student assessment would be based on quality of presentation, ability to respond to questions with responses that show an informed knowledge of date and events.  Students would be allowed to use a computer to look up dates and events to support their position.  They would be allowed to do so in hopes they may better learn the facts.  A student could also site a song or a painting to bolster their position.  An example would be citing the Battle Hymn of the Republic in support of the premise that abolitionists were solely motivated out of morality.  A student could even site a remote example to enhance their theme.  A student could suggest that manifest destiny from its beginning was a concept that was used to further enrich the powerful white male as observed in Charles Wilson Peale’s, Washington and His Generals at Yorktown 1781.  Though the painting had little to do with Manifest Destiny, a student could effectively argue that it was passively representative of a larger theme that displayed itself throughout the America’s expansionist period. Of course student responses would not always have to be oral, just as a writer may quote another author to better state an opinion.  A student may let the Josh White song Jim Crowe express his or her opinion about the inequalities that existed with Segregation in the South. 


				Conclusion


	In constructing my lesson plan I have tried to take into consideration as many of the variables that confront a teacher.  State curriculum frameworks allow teachers much leeway when it comes to teaching history.  They suggest that teachers consider hundreds, if not thousands of dates, people and events.  Although they encourage the use of conceptual lessons, the frameworks provide only a few examples.  This lesson plan is designed to lead students to a better understanding of historical concepts.  Student’s assertions will be challenged and hopefully they will learn and embrace historical data.  Classrooms in America are becoming more diverse.  Tracking and Bilingual in many schools are on their way out.  Teachers have to teach students of mixed abilities and varying English skills.  I believe that because this assignment involves Heterogeneous groupwork, that all students can progress together with meaningful and challenging tasks and goals.  The cross curriculum component of this assignment makes it more likely to tap into a student’s preexisting knowledge base, area of cognitive strength or just an area 
