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Fall 2013 First Year Seminar G114: Investigations across the Curriculum:

Reality and the Americas

Course Objectives and Content


University Wide First Year Seminar Objectives:  "This course is a First Year Seminar (FYS).  First Year Seminars welcome new students (with fewer than 30 credits) to UMass Boston with small-sized courses designed to prepare them for a successful college experience." "A major goal of First Year Seminars is to practice the following habits of mind essential to university level educational success: Careful reading; Clear writing; Critical thinking; Information literacy and technology; Working in teams; Oral presentation; Academic self-assessment."


"All First Year Seminars meet 4 hours per week and carry 4 credits. A mentor and a staff academic advisor are assigned to each seminar. Among other things, the mentor(s) can help you with computer accounts, e-mail, and with library research. The advisor will visit the class once or twice during the semester, and can be contacted for help with choosing courses and major, with financial aid, and any problems with university life in general."


"If you entered UMB with 30 or more transferable credits, you should not be enrolled in this course. If you entered UMB with fewer than 30 credits but have more than 30 credits now, you still need a First Year Seminar (a G100 or 100G course, like this one) if you have not yet taken one. Note: If you have taken another G100- or 100G-level course in any department at UMB, you cannot receive credit for this one. Please note also that courses taken at UMass Boston before matriculating do not count as transfer credits. Thus, for example, if you took 36 UMass Boston credits as a special student and then applied for admission, you still need to take a First Year Seminar."


FYS G114 Reality and the Americas’s Objectives and Content (i.e., this FYS section's Objectives and Content):  This course examines how reality and fantasy are understood and constructed by, across, and in the Americas.  We will use materials drawn from across the curriculum to problematize our definitions of reality, fact, truth, fiction, fantasy, magical realism, myth, virtual space, falsehood, fabrication, and corporeality.  As students gain the ability to defend their positions about how categories such as reality and fantasy differ and overlap, we will begin to examine reality as a construct by asking questions such as:  In which contexts do Americans define reality? Which perspectives of reality are/were acceptable in dominant society? How do definitions of reality/fantasy change as eras and viewpoints change? In the humanities? In the physical/social sciences? Is there a distinct or a blurred boundary between reality and non-reality in education and/or the world at large?


As we explore relationships between reality and the Americas, students will work on the Seven Capabilities that all FYS courses introduce to their students. Like other First Year Seminars, this is an intensive course which meets four hours per week.  You will be expected to think, rethink, and then challenge or change your premises and think again.  You will be expected to focus (and to help your classmates to do so) in classroom, computer lab, and library, individual, group, and office hour settings.  At the end of the course, you will have begun to construct a filter/framework with which you can critically examine constructions of reality presented by other courses and/or life experiences.

FYS Courses and Referrals and Assessments


"Student Referral Program: If it appears to the teacher that you might not pass this First-Year Seminar, and if the instructor cannot figure out how to support your success in the course, the instructor might inform the advisors in the Student Referral Program (CC-1100; 287-5500). The staff in this program will attempt to help you with difficulties interfering with your success.  Your instructor will inform you before calling the Program."


"Accommodations: Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 offers guidelines for curriculum modifications and adaptations for students with documented disabilities. If applicable, students may obtain adaptation recommendations from the Ross Center for Disability Services, CC 2-2100, 617-287-7430. If this applies to you, you must present these recommendations to each professor within a reasonable period, preferably by the end of the Add/Drop period."


"Student Conduct:  Students are required to adhere to university policies on academic honesty and student conduct." To engage Reality and the Americas's course themes, students must develop a basic understanding of the differences between authentic, credible, adapted, borrowed, and plagiarized work. Students should review "[t]he current Code of Student Conduct, including information about academic dishonesty" at http://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/code/.

"Assessment of these Courses: In addition to course evaluation forms that are routinely administered at the end of each course at UMass Boston, an assessment committee will look at randomly chosen student writing from First Year Seminars. Please save all your writing in this course so that if you are randomly chosen you will have your work available. The purpose of this is to improve the program and to improve particular courses, as necessary. You may remove your name from your papers if you choose to submit them anonymously."

Course Components and Grades:

Weekly components:

Participation:  Reading preparation, attendance and class participation including group work, computer lab and library work (15 weeks at 1 point each, 15% of the final grade)

Short writing assignments/homework:  Writing assignments will include double entry responses (both homework and quiz versions), and peer and self assessments (15 at 1 point each, 15% of the final grade)

Papers:

Two papers with accompanying portfolios—Unit One and Unit Two papers (20% of the final grade each)

Final paper/project/presentation with accompanying portfolio—Unit Three paper (30% of the final grade)


Note that great improvement over the semester may positively affect your grade, and that poor attendance and/or frequent tardiness will certainly negatively affect it. As in any FYS, students with over 3 absences may be asked to withdraw and/or at risk of failing the class.  Be sure to attend an office hour immediately before or after any absences to receive handouts and missed assignments, because discussing an absence is not an appropriate use of class time. "UMass Boston is a wonderfully diverse community. We hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to learn about the rich array of" perspectives "and experiences that will inevitably be present in this class." 

Course materials:

Required:

College-level English-English dictionary (you may bring other language dictionaries, in addition)

College ruled paper for any handwritten class- or homework

Charles C. Mann's 1491: New Revelations of the Americas before Columbus -- a print copy
USB keys to save your work on—we will discuss this in more detail

Course reading packet

Printed copy of any electronic readings assigned

Other course handouts

Your classmates' peer reviews of your work

Recommended:

Diana Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual (a recent edition) or another current style guide

Never throw away any work, including drafts, that you complete in this course, as your own work is also part of your course material.

Course Design and the Seven Capabilities:


Design: Reality and the Americas’s three units are designed to help students engage the concepts and questions listed above (in the "Contents" section). The first unit focuses on how we construct real and non-real categories in which we place information on past events, the second focuses on present perceptions of reality, and the last unit focuses on contemporary changes in how we perceive reality and non-reality, and how the two categories blur and work together. Each unit will give you an opportunity to practice the Seven Capabilities (in bold italics, below) associated with UMass's General Education Critical Analysis Requirement.

The Seven Capabilities:


Critical Thinking will be the goal of every assignment and in-class activity. During our first unit, students will identify the perceptions of reality and the history of the Americas about which they were formally instructed. Then, they will reflect on how those perceptions and representations affect their meta-cognition and on how the scope of those definitions could be altered. The second and third units encourage an increase in your ability to challenge and problematize constructions of reality in other disciplines and contexts. These units allow students to view the authors of our course readings as models of productive and flexible thinkers, but not as infallible thinkers; we will analyze their claims and seek to improve them.


You will practice Careful Reading when distinguishing between academic writing and academic language, and when recognizing the different categories of writing (e.g., scholarly articles, case studies, research journalism, and descriptive essays) used in different disciplines.  We will practice distinguishing among primary sources, secondary sources, supporting sources, and original sources.


Homework assignments will help you progress toward the Clear Writing that will be required in your three major papers. We will explore the different strategies used by the authors of our course readings, and apply those strategies to our own writing. You will also learn to recognize what an academic community recognizes as valid research as you relate course sources to definitions of reality, representation, virtual reality, and re-representation.


Information Technology and Information Literacy capabilities will be fostered during our weekly computer lab/library components and during your final research project. We will focus on efficiently locating relevant and authoritative electronic and print sources, and on evaluating those sources.


Your ability to present yourself and your ideas, in other words to Speak and Listen in an academic context, will develop incrementally.  At the beginning of the semester, you will explore a sampling of sources from various Western Hemisphere sources and periods during class, and complete group work (i.e., Collaboration). Later in the semester, you will give an oral presentation on your final research/self assessment project.


You will perform academic Self-Assessment continually in this course as you assess your and your classmates' emerging definitions of reality. As the semester progresses, your critical reading and thinking abilities will become increasingly sophisticated, and you will be able to explain precisely what the implications of describing something as real and/or non-real are. You will also learn how to review your own and your classmates' papers.

N.B. UMass Boston's Seminar Assessment Committee developed the quoted passages above in this syllabus.

Course Outline

Unit One: Reality and the past

In this unit we will explore the relationship between history as canon, counter-canon, and alternative and the shaping of perceptions of reality.

Framework text: excerpt from Zinn's A People's History of the United States
Other Unit One sources:

  graphic text-Zinn's American Empire
  history/interdisciplinary synthesis-"Holmberg's Mistake" from Mann's 1491
  "actual" diary-Women of the West
  recorded history/anthropology-WPA: La Diabla a Pie (primary, authentic, original text or no?)

  academic conference presentation/article-Pratt's "Arts of the Contact Zone"

Tues. 1/29: Course introduction, syllabus, surveys, defining 'reality' and 'America'

homework: Course materials, read and annotate excerpt from Zinn's A People's History, annotation
Thurs. 1/31: Selecting and presenting evidence, defining, constructing, and Zinn

homework: Reannotate Zinn's "...Progress," read and annotate excerpt from Zinn's graphic Empire
Tues. 2/5: Double entries, constructing and deconstructing
homework:  Zinn double entry, read and annotate excerpt from Mann's 1491
Thurs. 2/7: Advising introduction, comparison of history to interdisciplinary research in Mann's 1491
homework: Read and annotate individual selection from Mann's 1491
Tues. 2/12: Pratt's "Contact Zone" and 1491, Mann double entry, review course vocabulary

homework: Reread and reannotate individual excerpts from 1491
Thurs. 2/14: Double entries, Unit I readings

homework: Annotate Paper I instructions, paper sources double entry

Tues. 2/19 'Virtual' Computer Lab: Excerpts from double entries, Paper I instructions, position paragraphs

homework: Scan Women of the West or WPA: La Diabla a Pie excerpt

Thurs. 2/21: Layering of authorship and filtering, group responses to homework

homework: Annotate excerpt from Turkle's Alone Together, Paper I version 1

Unit Two:  Reality and the present:

In this unit we will view "progress" in the ways that we view "America" which challenges yet incorporates earlier perceptions of reality.

Framework texts:  excerpt from Turkle’s Alone Together, Jhally's Advertising and the End of the World 

Other sources:
  informational book-Postman's and Power's How to Watch TV News
  case studies-Turkle's Simulation and Its Discontents
  electronic library resources-website evaluations, Oxford English Dictionary online
Tues. 2/26 'Virtual' Computer Lab: Peer review, response to "Identity Crisis," disciplines and perceptions of reality

homework:  Unit Two sources double entry (part 1)

Thurs. 2/28:  Comparing use of evidence, view Jhally's Advertising
homework: Unit Two sources double entry (part 2), Paper I version 2

Tues. 3/5: Oxford English Dictionary online, Turkle and Jhally and the present

homework: Annotate excerpt from How to Watch by Postman and Powers

Thurs. 3/7: Compare/contrast arguments and types of arguments made in Unit 2 sources

homework: Double entry based on class discussion

Tues. 3/12: Reworking double entries, "reality" programming, categorizing programs, midsemester evaluations 

homework: Revise double entries as necessary, complete group work before Tuesday (3/26)'s class

Thurs. 3/14: Paper II instructions, position paragraphs

homework:  Annotate Paper II instructions, position paragraphs

Spring Break

Tues. 3/26 'Virtual' Computer Lab:  Group and individual wiki responses, specific wording

homework: Paper II version 1

Thurs. 3/28: Peer review, examining arguments made in student papers, adding evidence

homework: Revise Paper II according to comments

Tues. 4/2: Documentation styles and documentation page draft, read weblog responses to group work

homework: Review paper attribution, read and annotate LeGuin’s "Why Are...?", print .pdf of Degree Audit
Thurs. 4/4: Advising, final review of Paper II, dual language compositions

homework:  Paper II version 2



Unit Three:  Reality? or not? or both?

How might imagined realities work as alternative realities that can challenge or substantiate dominant perceptions/definitions of reality?

Framework text: LeGuin’s "Why are Americans Afraid of Dragons?"

Other texts (some of these will be used in class, others will be read by individual students):

  sung/legend of a reimported hero-The Waterboys's "The Return of Jimi Hendrix"

  sung/dual language-Manu Chao's "Welcome to Tijuana"

  anthologized fiction-Daring to Dream's "Man’s Rights..."

  film-The Brother From Another Planet
  sources located during independent research

Tues. 4/9: LeGuin and Unit 3's reversal, brainstorm for project/construction, forming project proposal, complete project proposal (method, message, media) and submit electronically

homework: Complete initial version of mixed-media message
Thurs. 4/11 Healey Library CLI: Project assessment, electronic library research

homework: Revise mixed-media message

Note: The Pass/Fail/Withdrawal Deadline is this week

Tues. 4/16: Annotate "Man's Rights" and song lyrics; learn from their contextualization

homework: Read Project evaluations

Thurs. 4/18 Healey Library CLI: Electronic library research, collaborative research review

homework: Complete mixed-media message, begin documentation page and list of search terms
Tues. 4/23 'Virtual' Computer Lab: Continue electronic library research, contextualizing projects, citing students' projects, documentation pages, position paragraphs

homework:  Annotate Paper III and 

Thurs. 4/25: Creator statement instructions, The Brother from Another Planet 

homework:  Paper III version I 
Tues. 4/30: Peer review, continue research, Paper III and authorship, presentation instructions

homework: Presentation notes, presentation handouts

Thurs. 5/2: Presentations, Paper III revision

homework: Revise presentation handouts and presentation notes

Tues. 5/7: Presentations, evaluations, creator statements

homework: Revise Paper III including title and documentation pages

Thurs. 5/9: Presentations

homework: Paper III version 2, and portfolio, creator statement

Tues. 5/14:  Final copy of Paper III, Gallery Day

