LING 152, University of Massachusetts, Boston 

American Sign Language 11

Maura Leach, Instructor 

Email: JeffMaura@aol.com

Summer 2003

MW 6:00pm to 9:00 pm

July 14 to August 20
Text/Materials Required: 

Signing Naturally:  Student Videotext and Workbook, Level One by Lentz, Mikos and Smith

There may be articles handed in class by the instructor.

Course Description:

This is a course that covers the basics of American Sign Language and Deaf Culture.  The course focuses on the development of basic ASL vocabulary, fingerspelling, numbers, visual gestural communication and basic conversational skills.  Cultural behaviors of the Deaf Community will be introduced in various and appropriate situations. 

Course Objectives:

Students will concentrate on developing expressive and receptive skills in ASL.  Upon completion of the course, students should be able to have the: 

1. Knowledge of topics, vocabulary and grammar

2. Ability to have the skills for narrative techniques

3. Knowledge of ASL Classifier signs

4. Awareness of issues important to Deaf Community

Students Requirements: 

1. to attend class meetings and participate in class activities

2. to complete all homework by due date

3. to complete typewritten reaction papers

4. to perform satisfactory on all examinations

Attendance Policy: 

Attendance is mandatory and will be considered in your final grade. There is one excused absence allowed in this class.  In an interactive class, students depend on each other for practicing, participating in activities and learning.  You will need to cover each unit completely so that you will be able to understand the next unit. If an emergency arises, please see me about 

it.   It is your responsibility to work with another classmate outside of class to make up the work.   

Course Procedure: 

Units of functions of the language will be covered equally through out the course.  Students will have a chance to watch instructor and or workbook videotext that shows dialogues and be able to practice with other students in the class.   There will be roleplaying, videotapes and pictures to facilitate learning.  There will be small group activities for the purpose of language acquisition.  Each student can get one on one feedback from the instructor.  To do so, please schedule a time during class break and after class to discuss concerns and questions with the instructor.  

Course Requirements/Evaluation Procedure: Vista Signing Naturally Student Workbook and Videotext, Level One:  You will be covering Units 5 to 10 during the course.  The videotext comes with the workbook and it is recommended that you view it for least 15 minutes three times a week.   Do the workbook activities with the videotext as assigned on the outline.  It will not be collected by the instructor but you will be tested on the activities and readings. 

Written, Receptive and Expressive Examinations:

There will be four receptive quizzes, one written and receptive midterm, and one expressive dialogue for the final exam.   No make up exams will be given.  The quizzes will be held weekly as stated in the outline.  The midterm will be on August 4th.   The final dialogue will be on August 20th.   Do not make any plans during the quizzes and the exams.    

Fact Findings Reaction Papers: 
You are to report on the six items listed that you would research on.  For each item, you would need to do a one typed paged report on your findings, your objective and subjective reactions.   

The six items listed:  

1. Find a TTY(teletypewriter device for the Deaf) in public places.  Report on how you found it.   

2. Call or email to the Massachusetts Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Boston. Find out what kind of services they provide.  

3. Use the Massachusetts Relay Service at #711 to call a Deaf organization in the Boston area.  Be able to explain to someone who does not know how to use it and is very hesitant about it.  How would you be able to explain the process?  

4. Be able to define the terms:  deaf; Deaf; Hard of Hearing; late deafened; hearing impaired.  

5. Find six schools/programs for Deaf children in the state of Massachusetts.  Be able to explain what each school stands for and what kind of services they provide.   

6. Discuss the pros and cons of the cochlear implant.  How does it work?   Explain in layman’s terms how it works to a prospective parent who is considering having the implant done for their deaf child.  

Biographical Report: 

You are to do a biographical report on two Deaf persons in the 18th, 19th and 20th century.  This person must have had a national impact.  Explain how each deaf person is like, and what kind of impact this person contributed.   For example, it can be a politician, a sports figure, or a scientist.  Describe the impact and how well was it documented.   You would need to do a four paged typed paper. 

Videotape Reaction Report:  You are to report on any videotape that is related to deafness. Be able to give your objective and subjective reactions to the tape.  You would need to do a two paged typed paper.   You may use the University‘s media center or any deafness related videos from the public library or the videotape rental store. 

Final Dialogue  

You would have a classmate for a partner in this final project.  The two of you will be carrying on conversation in ASL. Use the units that you have learned during the course.  The instructor will be selecting the partners to work together.  The conversation must be three minutes long.  

.   

Due Dates and Points for Assignments: 

Attendance/Participation 
50 points




Quizzes


60 points

each week as stated in outline

Fact Findings Reports

60 points

August 13th

Biographical Report

50 points

July 30th
Videotape Report

20 points

August 11th

Midterm Exam

50 points

August 4th

Final Dialogue


75 points

August 20th

Points:

365          A

314-300   B-

249-235   D+

364-350   A-

299-285   C+

234-200   D

349-335   B+

284-265   C

199-0       F

334-315   B

264-250   C-


Topical Outline: 

Date

Topic









July14

Introduction/Unit 5




July 16

Unit 5, Quiz







July 21

Unit 6









July 23

Unit 6 Quiz




July 28

Unit 7

July 30

Unit 7 Quiz

August 4
Midterm(units 5,6,7), Unit 8

August 6
Unit 8,9

August 11
Unit 10, Classifiers

August 13 
Unit 10, Quiz

August 18
Practice Final Dialogue

August 20
Final Dialogue 

