University of Massachusetts, Boston

American Sign Language I (Ling 151)

Summer Session I, 2002

Instructor:  Kim Roberts
 Work Email: Kim_roberts@tlcdeaf.org

Phone: 617-969-5337 TTY
       

Office hours: can be arranged by app’t

Relay: 711 or 800-439-0183

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course offers you the opportunity to gain basic knowledge American Sign Language (ASL), the primary language of the American Deaf Community. It focuses on frequently used signs, basic rules of grammar, the importance of body language, and non-manual components of ASL.  You will develop a basic expressive - receptive sign vocabulary, attain competence and the ability to use some basic grammar rules of ASL, and increase your awareness of body language and its effect on your communication. It seeks to help participants develop, through textbook, videotapes and awareness of issues important to the Deaf community. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 


*Ability to use ASL in a conversation.


*Knowledge of topics, vocabulary and grammar.


*Awareness of issues important to the Deaf Community.

CLASSROOM INSTRUCTIONS: 

NO Spoken English used for TALKING will be allowed in the classroom due to two reasons.

1. It is culturally inappropriate to talk without signing in a Deaf person’s presence.

2. It distracts students from maximizing their language learning in a completely visual environment.

Note: If you use voice, your participation’s point will reduce.

STUDENT MATERIALS:


Signing Naturally: Student Workbook Level 1 and Signing Naturally: Student Videotext Level I, 2nd edition by Smith, Lentz and Mikos.


The teacher will show videotape about Deaf Cultures.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


Attendance and participation


Field trip/ term papers/ reaction papers.

Four Quizzes (one out of 4 quizzes that lowest score will eliminate.)


Mid-Term exam on June 20 and a Final Exam on July 11

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION:


You are responsible for all material presented in class, including announcements about course procedures. Exams and homework will often include questions on material presented only in class, so performance on these directly reflects attendance.  Only 3 hours of unexcused absences are allowed. No make-ups are permitted on tests. You must miss a test for emergency reasons, special arrangements are to be made before the day of the test.  If you arrive at class after attendance has been taken, it will be your responsibility to report your presence to the instructor after class.

ABSENCE POLICY:


It is so important not to miss each class because it is a visual learning class. You are allowed to have one sick leave. Otherwise, you must have a note written from your doctor.

DISABILITY POLICY:


If you believe you have a disability that may warrant accommodations in this class, I usage you to register with the Ross Center for Disability Services Coordinator so that together you can work to develop methods tutoring needed to accommodations in this class.

TERM PAPER:


You will be doing a term paper about the deaf and type at least four-page papers. You may find the information on Bilingual and Bicultural, Deaf President Now, Deaf History, Deaf Culture, when was ASL discovered, etc. 

You must use 3 or 4 different resources to find those information through library, articles, videotape or website. You may find good resources at the library in Boston University or Boston Public Library (in the basement

- Disability Access dept.). You should include the bibliography.

HOMEWORK:

Your homework will be based on the student workbook, field trip and reading. Your instructor will let you know which unit of the studentworkbook homework will be on. Your homework is to be brought in class completed on or before the due date. Late homework will reduce your

points. 

FIELD TRIP:


You will be encouraged to go to any field trip that has been approved by your instructor. You are required to sign with one or more deaf person.  A two-page full typewritten paper will be written about the trip describing your observations, impressions, misconceptions (if any) and feelings.

Papers should focus on your observations of interactions among the Deaf people there and their use of sign language. The paper should be handed on or before Tuesday, June 25, 2002.

FINAL GRADE WILL BE BASED ON:

*Attendance/Participation
    10%


*TV report                         5%

*Field Trip


          5%


*Homework

                    5%


*Term paper (book) 
              10%


*Quizzes (3)

              15%


*Mid Term exam                    20%

*Final Exam
           
    30%

